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HRISTMAS HELPER #59. 
Cc Selections for Primary 
and Beginner's Departments, 
poems and recitations for Juniors 


and 


Intermediates. Two com- 


plete, easy-to-learn playlets, 
other special exercises for boys 


and girls. 77A130, $ .40 


ROUND THE MANGER. 
Christmas program plans 
Kindergarten and Primary 
children include songs, medita- 


for 


tions, exercises, playlets, panto- 
mimes, etc. 77A128, $ .35; 4 for 
$1.00 


SZOME TO WORSHIP HIM 
Eby Frank L. Cross, music 
‘a John M. Rasley. Adult wor- 
ship 





service. Complete with 
order of service, Scripture read- 
ings, prayers, messages, music, 
etc., this 45-minute program uses 
only 6 readers plus adult and 


youth choirs. 77A590, $ .40 
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PPHRISTMAS SUGGESTION 
SBOOK #33. Recitations, 
songs, exercises, acrostics, drills, 
tableaux, dialog, a play and 
decorating suggestions for boys 
and girls. A popular collection. 
77A123, $ .40 





"JS HRISTMAS’ CAROLS. 
oo ne Though inexpensive, this 
collection includes all of the best 
known and beloved traditional 
carols as well as several suitable 
selections for special numbers 


such as “O Holy Night.” Music 


and lyrics for 32 carols. 80A289, 
$ .20. 


INDING CHRISTMAS JOY 
by Frank L. Cross. This 
Christmas worship service is for 
Juniors, but may also be used by 
older or younger children. Re- 
quires no special setting, cos- 
tumes or rehearsing. 





It uses a 
flexible number of children, a 
Junior choir and pictures you can 
find already in the church school. 
77A126, $ .30 
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HRISTMAS 
: 5#70. 
recitations, 


TREASURY 
Worship services, 





exercises, songs, 
acrostics, a pageant, dialogs, a 
play and decorating suggestions 
for all departments. 77A124, 


$ .40 





_-HRISTMAS CANDLELIGHT 
\ CAROL SERVICES by the 
Rev. J. Harold Gwynne. Com- 
plete worship services based on 
symbols of Christian faith, they 
include musical selections and 
suggestions for effective candle- 
lighting. 77A587, $1.00 





PY)HRISTMAS LIGHTS pre- 

pared by Edith Jensen. 
A Christmas carol service for Sun- 
day Schools that emphasizes that 
Christ came to light the way to 
salvation. Uses familiar carols. 
77A127, $ .10; $1.00 per dozen; 
$7.50 per 100 
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THIS WEEK 


IN THIS ISSUE considerable space 
has been given to a report on some 
of the events which occurred in 
connection with the Denver assem- 
bly of the International Convention 
of Christian Churches, held August 
28-September 2. (See “The Assem- 
bly in Review,” p. 8, and “Conven- 
tion in Focus,” p. 23.) 

Already you have read in CH-FR 
about convention news events. You 
have even read articles based on 
convention addresses. 


This issue is not to be regarded 
as a “report issue.” To attempt 
“full coverage” in so brief a space 
would be presumptuous, to say the 
least. But we have given consider- 
able space to report some activities 
and resolutions approved in Denver. 
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That We 


May Receive by Nora Bradshaw ~ 


OD answers prayer, but there are two pre- 
(| requisites. The first we find in Jesus’ words 
in John 15:7: “If you abide in me, and my words 
abide in you, ask whatever you will, and it shall 
be done for you.” 

Jesus states the requirement. Abiding in Jesus 
and having his words abiding in us is important 
because when we have close communion with God, 
when we live daily in his Presence, we know bet- 
ter the things for which we should ask. And when 
our requests and the things God wants us to have 
are the same, how much more sure is our answer! 

We abide in Jesus, or in God, through com- 
munion with him. Through earnest, sincere 
prayer, we come to know God. Knowing him, we 
become aware of His Presence. 


ite We allow his words to abide in us through Bible 
reading and doing our best to live in accordance 
with its teaching. But our Bible reading must not 
be “piecemeal.” Read a book, chapter by chapter. 
Truly study it. Then his words will abide. 


The second prerequisite to answered prayer is 
noted ‘in Mark 9:23: “And Jesus said to him, 
‘. . . All things are possible to him who believes.’ ” 
And in Mark 11:24: ‘“ ‘Therefore I tell you, what- 
ever you ask in prayer, believe that you receive 
it, and you will.’” 

It is not enough to hope that our prayers will 
be answered. We must believe. 

Sometimes it is exceedingly hard. We become 
discouraged. We almost think that God has ig- 
nored us. Then we need to re-examine our peti- 
tion to determine its worthiness. 


Ld The process of believing is not difficult. Even 
as we ask God for something, we should ask in 
a spirit of gratitude. By so doing, we build belief. 
The next step is to tell ourselves that we are going 
to receive the thing we have asked for—to tran- 


scend hope and shape belief. When belief has 
taken a firm hold of our minds, we need only con- 
tinued prayer, thanks to God and faith in him 
to have our need met. 

We must be patient. Perhaps it may take time. 

We need two prerequisites for answered prayer. 
First, we must abide in God and let the words of 
the Master abide in us until they are a living part | 
of us. Second, we must believe that, if it is His 
will, we will receive what we have asked for. 
Through this faith and in this way prayer is an- 
swered in a measure more glorious, above all that 
we ask or think. 


Nora Bradshaw is promotional assistant for The 
Christian Evangelist-Front Rank Circulation Depart- 
ment, Christian Board of Publication. 
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fl Christian Man's filter 


If the number and variety of 
filters is any gauge of the filth 
present at any one time, then it 
might be concluded that ours is 
the dirtiest period in human his- 
tory! For all evidence points to 
the fact that this is an age of 
filters. 

Our drinking water is filtered; 
the air from our furnaces is 
filtered; the smoke from the fac- 
tory is filtered; the oil in our 
cars is filtered; and nearly all 
God’s world is filtered! 

A slight exaggeration, perhaps; 
but since the coming of the 
atomic and hydrogen bombs it is 
increasingly indisputable that the 
modern man, who turns his nose 
up at his ancestor—the caveman 
who breathed fresh air and drank 
spring water and threw stones at 
his enemies—has begun a kind of 
world-wide pollution which, if he 
doesn’t stop it, will probably stop 
him. 

Civilized man has added an- 
other first to his list of achieve- 
ments. He not only announces 
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the weather for tomorrow, but 
the radioactive fallout count for 
today. And scientists proceed to 
speak for modern man’s predica- 
ment by saying that so far the 
radioactivity produced by nuclear 
explosions has shortened the av- 
erage man’s life by only a few 
days. 

Only a few days! So easily 
said. But each man’s few days 
multiplied by the world’s popula- 
tion of over two billion is tremen- 
dous! Suppose that a few days 
amount to five days. That multi- 
plied by two billion equals more 
than twenty-seven million years! 
Or ten billion days! But no mat- 
ter how it is put, whether in days 
or years, the human loss is stag- 
gering. 

For all man’s contemporary 
cleanliness it may well be said 
that now the world is the dirtiest 
it has ever been since the life of 
man began. And it promises to 
get worse before it gets better! 


All this at the very time that 
the major religions of the world 


are showing external signs of be- 
ing inwardly vigorous raises seri- 
ous questioning in thoughtful 
minds within the Christian fellow- 
ship. Members and money are 
pouring through the church doors 
in unprecedented amount, and ti- 
thers have increased in great 
numbers. The day of material 
prosperity for the churches and 
synagogues has indeed arrived. 
But what about the spiritual pros- 
perity which is the true measure 
of the vitality of the faith? 
One is inclined to hear again 
the words which Jesus spoke to 
some religious people long ago, 
leaders who were very precise 
and exact in measuring out the 
tenth for their God, and very lax 
about the things that really mat- 
ter most: justice, mercy and 
faith. How blunt he was when 
bluntness was required. “You 
blind guides, straining out a 
gnat and swallowing a camel.” 
What a grotesque image that 
language paints! But that is how 
it looked to the Master. It was 
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an awful sight to behold. The 
most valuable things were being 
strained out of daily living! 

How does he look at our times? 
What does he see us filtering out? 
And what does he think about the 
treatment we are giving the most 
valuable things in our age: 
justice and mercy and faith in 
over two billion lives? 

I do not have an answer to 
these questions. I can not an- 
swer even less demanding ones. 
However, in an age of atmos- 
pheric pollution which threatens 
the very life of a humanity God 
created, it does not seem un- 
reasonable to conclude that the 
real pollution is internal, the 
soiled garments of man’s soul. 

And then, to speak of another 
filter which is available and ef- 
fective, the Christian man has the 
message and spirit of God in 
Jesus Christ. How else can the 
evil which so easily besets us be 
strained out of daily life, out of 
management and labor, out of pol- 
itics and government, out of 
diplomacy and international 
law? 

Someone may say, “It never 
can be done!” And I would be 
among the first to agree that it 
never can be done perfectly. But 
I would be among the last to say 
that the filtering of evil from 
our daily life and the complex- 
ities of our age can be accom- 
plished no more effectively than 
is currently being done! 


The Christian man can rely on 
no more effective filter than the 
spirit and message of Jesus 
Christ. The “foreign particles” 
in the air and life of this genera- 
tion are but contemporary coun- 
terparts of the old sins which 
cracked the first Adam. And if 
Christ is not: the answer to the 
broken life of man, then Chris- 
tianity may just as well fold up 
its revival tents, call its mission- 
aries home for dismissal, get rid 
of its clergy, close its church 
doors, and have its congregations 
steal quietly away to be lost in 
the darkness of a world for which 
there is no longer any real hope 
for redemption. 
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—Ewing Galloway 


Laymen’s Sunday 


by Jack A. Sutton, Jr. 


Laymen’s Sunday is the day sponsored by United Church 
Men, a General Department of the National Council, for a 
great united witness by laymen throughout the United States 
and Canada. It provides an opportunity for laymen to plan the 
service, conduct the worship and give public witness to their 
faith. 


For many years, the annual observance has occurred on the 
third Sunday in October. Participation has now reached to 
thirty-eight denominations and communions, and involves ap- 
proximately one hundred thousand local congregations. ‘This 
great united witness on one “Theme” and on one day has been 
the central purpose of Laymen’s Sunday. 

A further purpose of Laymen’s Sunday is to enlist and en- 
courage all laymen to participate fully in the church’s life 
and witness. Pastors who have encouraged this observance 
have testified to the rich rewards that have come through this 
opportunity to share with the laymen in a special experience 
of planning, sharing and guiding. 

Equally important is the purpose of developing men. Men 
of undeveloped and hidden talents are Brought into a more 
significant relationship with the program of the church and a 
keener awareness of its universal nature. 


The Department of Mens Work, in cooperation with the state 
field staff, has prepared material for the Christian Churches on 
the universal theme “You Have Been Called.” This material, 
still available, will assist laymen to witness publicly, unitedly 
and simultaneously to their faith in Jesus Christ; to testify to 
what He means to them and can mean to others; and to demon- 
strate their place in Christian witnessing. 


Mr. Sutton is national field director, department of men’s work, 
United Christian Missionary Society. 
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Editorials 











Afterthoughts 


NYTHING could be said about the Den- 
A ver assembly of the International Con- 
vention and it would be an accurate report 
of someone’s views. In fact, the Denver 
Convention was very much like all the others 
in this regard. 

Perhaps this is as it should be. At least, 
this is the way it is going to be in a loosely 
knit fellowship like ours. It’s fun to know the 
methods of the historian, even if one has 
forsaken the ranks. It enables us to look back 
over a century of conventions and recall how 
the ideas, angles, proposals, complaints, de- 
mands for action, joys and resolves are a 
recapitulation of what has gone before. 

The faces change. The language differs. 
Almost a hundred years ago, a brother rose 
at a Convention in Cincinnati and said, “We 
are the only people who are not doing any- 
thing about the Great Commission and we 
don’t seem to care.” At Denver, Perry 
Gresham said our missionary efforts “look 
like a small boy attempting to water a herd 
of elephants with a leaky tin cup.” 

At Pittsburgh, half a century ago, we 
gathered in Forbes Field (and the Pirates 
were in the world series) for the largest 
Communion service we ever celebrated. No 
doubt some visitors misunderstood our views 
just as the Denver reporter who somehow 
imagined that our deacons, seated at the 
tables prior to serving the elements to the 
congregation, were special celebrants who 
were served communion by “the clergy.” 

There have always been those who think 
they would prefer limitless debate on every 
item of business and on every resolution, 
instead of the hours set aside in which the 
chairman tries to make sure that every point 
of view is aired and then presses on to a 
vote. How many of us could afford to 
stay in Denver long enough to. hear every 
last word of every opponent and propo- 
nent on every issue? We remember that the 
taxpayers pay the costs when this procedure 
is followed in Washington. 

Once when we gave a lecture, upon request, 
to a German academic group regarding the 
way in which Disciples of Christ work, the 
first statement in the open forum was: ‘You 
can’t operate a church that way!” Our reply 
was, “But we do!” Even if our choice of 
words in a foreign tongue were perfect (and 
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it isn’t, quite!) a description of the way our 
churches function does sound strange when 
heard for the first time. 


But we like it. Furthermore, it produces 
fruit. That is one scriptural test which was 
given a lot of empnasis by our Lord. So we 
liked the Denver Assembly. If the plans 
and resolves we made there are implemented, 
God will be able to work through us. 


Acousties 


CIENCE, either theoretical or applied, is 
S not one of our subjects. But it’s a real 
popular field these days. In some branches, 
the scientists have done well. Just name 
your interest and science can tell you how it 
has improved your chances of enjoyment. 

One field must still baffle the slide rule 
boys. That’s acoustics. The word looks as if 
it comes from a Greek verb we once learned 
that means “to hear.” Our memory is be- 
coming crowded with places we have been 
where people could not hear. The acoustics 
were poor, they said. 

In our little booth in Denver the acoustics 
were good. Hundreds of people came past 
and talked directly into our ear, without man- 
made _ scientific assistance. Hundreds of 
these complained about the acoustics up- 
stairs. 


One man said he stuck it out to the bitter 
end one session, because he got interested in 
counting the number of people who left after 
each speech. He admitted the speeches, an- 
nounced for four or five minutes each, were a 
little long, but he thought people left be- 
cause they didn’t know what was being said. 
The average, per exodus, was thirty-four and 
a half, if memory serves us correctly. 

At the Red Rock Theatre, a most beautiful 
natural setting for the drama presented by 
Christian Theological Seminary, a friend of 
ours in the back row was told that ‘Nobody 
ever hears back here.” 


We like Denver scientists and the Chamber 
of Commerce. So, we aren’t looking for trou- 
ble—we just wonder, as a non-scientist, when 
is a hero going to appear? It happens at our 
monthly church board meeting. It happened 
at an International Convention. Someone 
will lick this thing, some day. Maybe, you? 
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Convention Characterized by Courage, 
Good Attendance and a Searching 


Spirit, Seeking Guidance for 
The Decade of Decision 


by the Associate Editor 


Photos by Dave Snyder 








Over 9,000 people were present for the annual Com- 
munion service in Denver’s Coliseum. White-covered 


tables formed a Jerusalem cross 80 by 80 feet. 
chalice and a loaf were at the center of the cross. 


A 


The Assembly in Review 


DENVER—Standing by for the 
countdown on the projected pro- 
gram of advance for a “Decade of 
Decision” and momentarily apprais- 
ing the prologue of the past, Dis- 
ciples gathered here for the 1959 
assembly of the International Con- 
vention of Christian Churches. 

From the assembly “call to or- 
der” on Friday evening, August 28, 
by President John Paul Pack until 
the final session September 2 when 
Dr. Perry Epler Gresham expressed 
the need for “a backward glance 
and a forward strategy” the as- 
sembly was characterized by its 
courage and searching spirit. 

Through the _ rear-view mirror 
delegates noted achievements of the 
past decade and entered into the 
celebration of the 150th anniversary 
of Thomas Campbell’s historic Dec- 
laration and Address, a document 
on Christian unity which was a 
portent of the ecumenical move- 
ment. 

One of the most effective and in- 
teresting sessions was a combina- 
tion live drama-audio visual presen- 
tation relating to the 1909 conven- 
tion assembly which celebrated the 
100th anniversary of the Declara- 
tion and Address. 

The script was written by Mrs. 
Jay Calhoun of Indianapolis. The 
actors included Willis R. Jones, presi- 
dent of the Disciples of Christ His- 
torical Society, who played himself 
in search of material about the 1909 
assembly; and Prof. Franklin E. 
Rector of Christian Theological 
Seminary, Indianapolis, who played 
“Grandpa,” an elderly churchman 
recalling “the greatest convention of 


them all.” The eagerly listening 
granddaughter was portrayed by 
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Gayle Owen, a resident of the Colo- 
rado Christian Home. 

The frequent convention focus 
was on the future. The assembly 
approved the basic design of a total 
church concern and coordinated pro- 
gram for the 1960’s and the Council 
of Agencies was commissioned to 
firm up the plans and help to “bring 
to fruition” the program. 

But the brotherhood is still only 
ascending the launching platform 
and this current year of appraisal 
and forecast may assure the success 
in getting the program “off the 
ground.” 

The 110th annual assembly was 
well attended in spite of the fact 
that it was held in a vacationland. 
Not only did the registration top the 
9,000 mark, but also the actual at- 
tendance session by session probably 
set a record among assemblies held 
in the past decade. 

The two inspirational highlights 
were the Saturday evening presen- 
tation of the drama “Christ in the 
Concrete City,” attended by 11,000 
people at the Theater of the Red 
Rocks in the mountains near Den- 
ver, and the annual Communion 
service attended by more than 9,000 
at Denver’s Coliseum. 

The drama at Red Rocks was 
powerfully presented under the di- 
rection of Dr. Alfred R. Edyvean, 
professor at Christian Theological 
Seminary, Indianapolis. Preceding 
the drama the massed choirs of Den- 
ver Christian churches, under the 
direction of Norman Jacobs, sang a 
prelude. The presentation centered 
its theme about the “Concrete City” 
in each man’s heart. 

“Convention Daily” writer Alberta 
Jones captured the power of the 
drama as she concluded her report 
of it: “For an hour the thousands 
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sat upon the mountainside and en- 
tered into the telling of a story, 
feeling afresh the impact of the 
Passion of the Lord. 

“And when the crowds heard the 
actors say, ‘He has gone before you 
into the city,’ they quietly went 
down the mountain.” 

The observance of the Lord’s Sup- 
per—always a “mountain-top ex- 
perience” whether in Denver or Des 
Moines—was an unforgettable occa- 
sion for the thousands who partici- 
pated. 

Across the main floor was a wor- 
ship center formed by a Jerusalem 
Cross 80 x 80 feet which was made 
of white-covered tables. A chalice 
and a loaf were at the center of the 
large cross and on the four smaller 
crosses within each quadrant were 
other symbols—the Bible (the 
word); sandals, staff and cross (the 
messenger of God); a globe (the 
field); and a book and offering plate 
(stewardship). 

A prelude of hymns was provided 
by three choirs singing from dif- 
ferent parts of the building. The 
service was led by Kelly O’Neall, 
minister of Central Christian Church, 
Denver. The director of the serv- 
ice was Jo M. Riley, minister of 
Central Church, Decatur, III. 

As usual, much of the impact 
of the convention was felt “between 
sessions’’—at 100 meal functions and 
special meeting places, in “little 
sessions” held in Exhibit Hall with 
all its appeal, particularly The United 
Society-Christian Board display 
which had a special Western motif 
this year. 

At one meeting—the Social Wel- 
fare-Benevolence Luncheon—a call 
for a national research effort to 
find the cause of juvenile delin- 
quency was sounded by Congress- 
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woman Edith Green (Dem.-Ore.). 
Reminding social action leaders that 
the nation is in its ninth consecu- 
tive year of rising delinquency rate, 
Mrs. Green urged a greater concern 
for the problem of juvenile delin- 
quency. 


Dr. Cartwright Elected 


A pre-convention meeting which 
has grown more significant in re- 
cent years is the annual convention 
of the National Evangelistic Asso- 
ciation of the Disciples of Christ. 
At this year’s convention in Central 
Christian Church, Denver, Dr. Lin D. 
Cartwright, editor emeritus of The 
Christian Evangelist-Front Rank, 
was a speaker. He was also elected 
president of the NEA. 

About 500 laymen and ministers 
attended the convention August 27- 
28 and heard Dr. Cartwright affirm 
that only the Christian gospel is 
able to combat man’s greatest prob- 
lems—the diminishing sense of the 
worth of the individual, the growing 
power of the mass-mind and hate. 

“The gospel frees men from the 
tyranny of the mass-mind by lay- 
ing upon him ‘an inescapable sense 
of personal responsibility,’” he de- 
clared in an address on “The Intent 
of the Gospel.” 

Named NEA vice-president was 
Thomas W. Toler, minister of First 
Christian Church, Oakland, Califor- 
nia. G. Gerald Sias, pastor of Cen- 
tral Christian Church, Enid, Okla- 
homa, is the retiring president of 
the Association. 


Rural Minister 


A Citation naming him “Rural 
Minister of the Year’ was presented 
to an Oklahoma preacher, John E. 
Bloss, pastor of the Christian Church 
in Yukon. Chosen by the Town and 
Country Committee of the Home 
and State Missions Planning Coun- 
cil, Mr. Bloss received the award for 
“outstanding and meritorious serv- 
ice to the kingdom of God through 
his ministry to town and country 
churches.” 

Probably the largest gathering of 
Christian Church ministers in the 
history of the brotherhood attended 
the Oreon E. Scott Memorial Min- 
isters’ Breakfast held in connection 
with the convention assembly. 

Some 1,464 ministers heard Dr. 
David A. MacLennon, senior minis- 
ter of Brick Presbyterian Church, 
Rochester, New York, give a stimu- 
lating message approaching homi- 
letical perfection, “Survival Kit for 
Christians.” 

Comparing the Christian faith 
with the currently prescribed sur- 
vival kit to be used in case of atomic 
fallout danger, Dr. MacLennon de- 
clared that Christians need shelter, 
help in time of need, (spiritual) 
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food and the built-in two-way com- 
munication of prayer. 

“Whether small or large,” said Dr. 
MacLennon, “every church witnesses 
to God our refuge and strength; to 
the divine forgiveness which can 
heal man’s deepest hurt; to Christ, 
the soul’s sustenance; to prayer as 
the two-way “intercom system” by 
which guidance, inspiration, 
strength come to the humblest 
Christian.” 

The ministers’ wives also had a 
breakfast session. One of them, 
Mrs. Granville T. Walker, wife of the 
minister of University Christian 
Church, Fort Worth, Texas, was 
speaker. Nearly 700 preachers’ 
wives were there. Mrs. Walker said 
that the most important tasks of the 
minister’s wife are to be a wife to 
her husband, a mother to their chil- 
dren and a faithful church member. 


RESOLUTIONS 


Convention resolutions covered a 
wide range of concerns—social action 
presentations, program and _  pro- 
cedural resolutions. There were 
even two resolutions about resolu- 
tions. One established five cate- 
gories for resolutions and mildly re- 
buked the practice of forming om- 
nibus resolutions which make it dif- 
ficult for the assembly to have a 
“clear voice” on specific issues. The 
approved resolution asserted that 
resolutions dealing with crucial is- 
sues should be “cast in such a form 
as to give the assembly a clear voice 
on one issue. . . . Omnibus resolu- 


Over 9,000 registered for the Denver assembly. 


tions,” the action asserted, “shall be 
so constructed as to give the as- 
sembly a clear voice in regard to 
a frank issue in each of its parts.” 

Another action commended the 
General Board of the National Coun- 
cil of Churches for its declaration 
known as the Hartford Appeal. That 
appeal was approved as a guide to 
Christian churches. Members and 
ministers were urged to: 


1. UPHOLD the right and duty of the 
churches and their councils to 
study and comment upon issues 
of human concern, however con- 
troversial. 

2. ENCouRAGE from within and with- 
out the churches and their coun- 
cils full and open criticism of the 
positions taken by them. 

3. RESIST all effort to discourage full 
freedom of discussion and, in dis- 
cussions, REJECT attempts to 
suppress such freedom. 

4. INVITE full candor on the part of 
government officials and other 
leaders of opinion in the public 
exposition of problems and di- 
lemmas affecting our nation and 
its citizens. 


Ike and Khrushchev 


The assembly voted endorsement 
of the plan for exchange visits of 
President Eisenhower and Premier 
Khrushchev. At the final business 
session of the convention, the reso- 
lution commended the President 
and the Premier for undertaking 
the exchange “as a step toward 
bridging the chasm of suspicion and 


In charge of registrations 


was Gerald Miller (right), pastor of First Christian Church, Jacksonville, 


Illinois. 


Ray and Louise Gutekunst. 


Assisting him was Lawton Chambers of Iola, Kansas (center). 
The women behind the registration counter are (from left) 


Katherine 


At left is Julian Stuart who is on the staff 


of Unified Promotion. 
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the nature and scope of the Christian Churches’ “Program of Advance for 


the Decade of Decision” during the Monday night session. 


From left, are: 


Richard E. Lentz, director of family life for The United Society’s depart- 


ment of religious education; 


Hampton Adams, pastor of Park Avenue 


Church, New York City; William Jackson Jarman, minister of University 


Church, Champaign, III.; 


Loyal S. Northcott, minister of First Church, 


Tyler, Texas; and George Oliver Taylor, who heads the Society’s depart- 
ment of Christian education. 


mistrust which has recently existed 
between the United States and the 
Soviet Union.” 

The resolution urged churches 
“and all peoples” to accede to the 
wishes of the President to give the 
Premier a welcome “in the same 
spirit with which our vice-president 
was received in the Soviet Union.” 

The historic Christian Churches’ 
concern for Christian unity was re- 
flected in the resolutions by four 
actions dealing with the subject. 
One commended the National Coun- 
cil of Churches for initiating the 
“Faith and Order” studies and sug- 


gested further consultation across 
denominational lines. Another reso- 
lution commended the Christian 
Churches for their increasing finan- 
cial support of the World and Na- 
tional councils of churches. A third 
dealt with the Conference on 
Church Union, the plan for union 
popularly known as the “Greenwich 
Plan.” The assembly took note of 
the fact that the “Plan” is now in 
mothballs and commended the Na- 
tional Council of Churches for con- 
vening the Conference. 

One resolution. encouraged 
churches and regional representa- 













tives to put ecumenical work into 
their budgets and urged that special 
days be used to lift up the ecumeni- 
cal movement and the cause of 
Christian unity. 


Cooperation ... 


Calling attention to the split be- 
tween cooperative churches and the 
so-called “independents,’’ a resolu- 
tion authorizing a study committee 
of fifteen members to collaborate 
with work now being done by 
groups dealing with the various 
facets of the independent-coopera- 


(Continued on page 12.) 





Following the first evening session 
a “president’s reception” was held. 


Dr. Earl H. Van Doren, executive 
secretary of the Washington and 
North Idaho Christian Missionary 
Society, Seattle, and Mrs. Van Doren 
greet Convention President John 
Paul Pack, minister of University 
Church, in Seattle, and Mrs. Pack. 
At right are: Dr. and Mrs. Gaines 
M. Cook. Dr. Cook is the executive 
secretary of the International Con- 
vention. 


It is believed that the Denver assembly was one of the best-attended conventions 


in the history of Christian Churches’ assemblies. 


Throughout there was a wide in- 


terest in the convention sessions, even though the host city is a vacationland. 





+ 
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John E. Bloss (left) was honored 
as “Rural Minister of the Year” 
and presented with a citation from 
Lonnie H. Hass, chairman of the 
Town and Country Church Com- 
mittee of the Home and State Mis- 
sions Planning Council. 





“GOD ZEUS,” MGM ACTOR Ken Wales, son of Wales 

Smith, pastor of First Church, Santa Monica, places the 

victory laurel on Dave Roomy, past president of the 

International Christian Youth Fellowship Commission, 

during the CYF “Olympics” program during youth ac- 
tivities at Red Rocks Park. 











THIS GIANT CAKE was used in 
the celebration of the fourth birth- 
day of the World Christian Wom- 
en’s Fellowship. Cutting it is Mrs. 
Charles K. Green of Manchester, 
England, president of the World 
CWF. Also shown are: Julita 
Jose, M.D., Tagalog, Philippine 
Islands; Mrs. Kenneth W. Bonham, 
missionary to India; and Miss Dor- 
othy MacMartin, a Canadian mis- 
sionary to the Philippines. 


The Disciples Amateur Radio Fellowship was 
organized during the assembly. At the con- 
trols is Ken Wales of Santa Monica, California, 
motion picture actor and vice-chairman of the 
ARF. Also pictured are: John Stewart (left) 
of Belleville, Ill, secretary-treasurer; and 
Hugh McCully of Toronto, Canada, world rep- 
resentative. A major purpose of ARF is to 
pave the way for a network of short-wave 
radio stations linking Disciples’ mission sta- 
tions in the Belgian Congo. 





Several thousand people were fed and a couple of thousand 
could not be accommodated at the picnic held preceding the 
evening session at the Theatre of the Red Rocks, 15 miles 
from Denver. Above are: Spencer Worley, (right) vice- 
chairman of the Denver committee, and Doyle Moore, who 
was in charge of picnic preparations. 


GENERAL CHAIRMAN Robert W. 
Peterson of the local committee is 
shown conferring with Interna- 
tional Convention Business Man- 
ager W. Harold Edds. 




















(Continued from page 10.) 
tive issue as it affects brotherhood 
life. 

The resolution, regarded by many 
as “long overdue,” urged, among 
other things, that the study com- 
mittee concern itself with: edu- 
cation of church members in regard 
to the problem; the possibilities of 
effective local action by neighboring 
congregations when a local church 
becomes split by internal contro- 
versy; the role of the state societies 
and possible action by them; the 
possibility of designating to an appro- 
priate national agency and/or de- 
partment the administrative respon- 
sibilities in relationship to a national 
program of guidance, counsel and 
strategy dealing with this issue. 


Subject of Debate 


Perhaps Disciples have mystified 
the public as a result of the con- 
cerns which bring about the most 
discussion in our assemblies. At the 





INTRODUCED to the Denver As- 
sembly was the newly appointed 
president of the Disciples of Christ 
Historical Society, Willis Jones (left). 
He was presented by Harry Davis, 
chairman of the Society’s board of 
trustees and pastor of First Chris- 
tian Church, Hopkinsville, Kentucky. 


A SERIES of Christian Churches’ his- 
torical lectures was climaxed by a 
lecture panel during the final morn- 
ing session of the assembly. Lec- 
turers and panelists were: J. Daniel 
Joyce, professor at Christian Theo- 
logical Seminary, Indianapolis; Les- 
ter G. McAllister, provost of Bethany 
College; Author Lewis Cochran who 
came to the attention of the broth- 
erhood following the publication of 
“Fool of God”; and Professor Rich- 
ard M. Pope va College of the 
e. 
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MINISTERS—1,464 of them—attended the annual Oreon E. Scott Min- 

isters’ Breakfast and heard David A. MacLennan, senior minister of Brick 

Presbyterian Church, Rochester, N. Y., bring a message characterized by 

homiletical perfection, humor and significance. Hollis Turley, executive 
secretary of the Pension Fund, presided. 





CONVENTION PRESIDENT John Paul Pack (left) talks 

with Denver’s Mayor R. Y. Batterton, an active Chris- 

tian Church member, who is flanked by Kelly O’Neall, 

minister of Central Christian Church, Denver (second 

from right), and Dr. Gaines M. Cook, executive secre- 
tary of the International Convention. 
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1958 assembly a heated discussion 
arose over the now dead issue of 


a biennial assembly. At Denver, 
there was considerable debate over 
a resolution calling for annual rec- 
ognition of the life and service of 
President James A. Garfield, the only 
minister or Disciple to hold that 
office. The resolution about Gar- 
field was approved by a strong vote, 
but there was discussion when some 
delegates saw the possibility of an- 
other “special day” looming ahead. 

The resolution authorized appoint- 
ment of a committee to prepare and 
circulate information regarding the 
service of the former President and 
to prepare suitable plans for the 
recognition of his birthday—Novem- 
ber 19—annually. 


Nuclear Testing .. . 


The assembly enthusiastically ap- 
proved a resolution urging the con- 
tinued suspension of nuclear test- 
ing. The resolution declared that 
the suspension of nuclear tests on 
the part of Great Britain and the 
United States has been an effective 
first step in establishing world 
peace. Oddly, the resolution no- 
where specifically mentioned “bomb 
testing.” 


Race Relations .. . 


In a resolution summarizing past 
convention resolutions on racial and 
cultural relations, the assembly 
commended “to the churches, min- 
isters, agéncies and related bodies” 
an intensive study of the racial sit- 
uation and what we as a brother- 
hood should be saying and doing to 
relate the Christian gospel to that 
situation. The United Christian Mis- 
sionary Society’s department of so- 
cial welfare was encouraged to pro- 
vide to the churches and organiza- 
tions materials and suggestions for 
conducting such study. 


Another resolution urged that 
“Christian Churches (Disciples of 
Christ) open up more channels of 
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A PROMINENT DISCIPLES pulpi- 

teer, Dr. Perry Epler Gresham, 

president of Bethany College, ad- 
dressed the final session. 


fellowship between racial groups at 
all levels” and that they work stead- 
ily toward “a more inclusive fellow- 
ship in Christ” at all levels. The 
same action declared “Christians 
should work for the elimination of 
all forms of racial prejudice, segre- 
gation and discrimination every- 
where.” 


Campus Fellowship 


The assembly approved entrance 
of the National Ecclesia of the Dis- 
ciples of Christ Student Fellowship 
into the United Campus Christian 
Fellowship, a campus organization 
in which the student movements of 
several church bodies will cooperate. 

The merger would include student 
groups of: The Presbyterian Church 
USA, The United Church of Christ 
and the Evangelical United Breth- 
ren. The action is subject to ratifi- 
cation of the UCCF constitution by 
the Joint Commission on Campus 
Christian Life through the respec- 
tive governing bodies of The United 
Christian Missionary Society and the 
Board of Higher Education of Dis- 
ciples of Christ. 


Week of Compassion 


The state board of the Montana 
Christian Missionary Society and the 
Montana State Convention of Chris- 
tian Churches submitted a _ resolu- 
tion recommending that the appeal 
of the Week of Compassion be lim- 
ited to “items of physical and spirit- 
ual need for the distressed people 
of the world.” The resolution de- 


NEWLY ELECTED CONVENTION 
President Loren E. Lair and Mrs. 
Lair were introduced to the assem- 
bly on the final night of the con- 
vention by retiring President John 
Paul Pack (right). Dr. Lair is ex- 


ecutive secretary of the Iowa So- 
ciety of Christian Churches and Dr. 
minister of 

Church, Seattle. 


Pack is University 





clared that the need for service to 
chaplains, armed forces personnel 
and defense communities is not a 
reasonable cause to include in the 
Week of Compassion program. 

Action on the resolution com- 
mended the Montana State Conven- 
tion for its concern and referred the 
matter to the Committee on the 
Week of Compassion and to the 
Commission on Budgets and Promo- 
tional Relationships. 

Another action removed the presi- 
dent of the National Association of 
State Secretaries from _ ex-officio 
membership on the Committee on 
the Week of Compassion. The ar- 
ticles of agreement were amended 
to require that the chairman of the 
Committee be a member-at-large. 

In other actions, the convention: 


REQUESTED the State Department 
to give careful consideration to 
sending only those who do not use 
alcoholic beverages to “all Near 
and South East Asian nations,” 
where there is anti-liquor senti- 
ment, and urging that “at no func- 
tions of the United States of Amer- 
ica in these areas” should alcoholic 
beverages be served. 


UrceD the State departments of 
United States and Canada to bar 
liquor advertising from publications 
which would be going to areas 
where the “local papers are not al- 
lowed to carry any advertising of 
alcoholic beverages.” 

COMMENDED the World Refugee 
Year, which began in July, 1959. 
The United Nations general assem- 
bly encouraged the observance as a 
practical means of securing in- 
creased assistance for refugees 
throughout the world. 

REJECTED a resolution calling for 
the International Convention to add 
to its staff “a beloved minister 
whose full ministry will be that of 
shepherd to ministers.” 

APPROVED a resolution enabling 
the Pension Fund of Disciples of 
Christ to add to its program an 
“optional early retirement plan” 
dropping the earliest possible retire- 
ment age from 65 to 62. 

GAVE PERMISSION to the congre- 
gation of Park Avenue Christian 
Church, New York City, for a na- 
tion-wide appeal to raise $200,000 
from individuals for construction of 
a much-needed parish and educa- 
tion unit. The congregation was 
commended for having already un- 
derwritten $200,000. The new build- 
ing will cost about $800,000. 

CALLED UPON churches and their 
pastors to improve and extend their 
Marriage counseling ministries. 
Seminaries and colleges were urged 
to study possibilities for training 
ministers to serve in this way. Min- 
isters were urged to familiarize 

(Continued on page 26.) 
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Being tired is a lot worse 


when it's the result of 


meaningless matters and meetings 


I’m tired! 


VERYWHERE we hear the expression “I’m 
tired.”” Housewives, surrounded by labor-sav- 
ing devices—dishwashers, automatic washing ma- 
chines, dryers, automatic ranges, refrigerators, au- 
tomatic water heaters, electric irons, vacuum 
Sweepers, ready-made biscuits, ready-mix cake 
flour and pie dough—they are all saying, “I’m 
tired.” 
Farmers, with tractors, milking machines, hy- 
draulic lifts, trucks, loaders, choppers, blowers, 
spreaders, combines, electric fences, electric cream 
separators, running water at the watering tank, 
hot water at the milk house, and automatic feed- 
ers in the hen house, are saying, “I’m tired.” 


Business, professional, and laboring men, with 
new ways and new gadgets, and new conveniences; 
new ways of keeping things, of dispensing things, 
copying things, selling things, carrying things, 
packaging things, displaying things, and moving 
things; all of them designed to make life easier 
or better—yet ask these men, and they join the 
chorus, “I’m tired.” 

Why are we tired? Perhaps there are several 
reasons, but primarily it is because we have sub- 
stituted some jobs for others. Free of house- 
hold drudgery, the housewife belongs to three more 
clubs. Free from slow-moving “footburners,”’ 
tedious hand milking, long-drawn-out harvests, the 
farmer can now do a better job of conservation 
farming, or farm more land so he can make more 
money. Or he can belong to more organizations— 
perhaps even dabble in politics. 
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by C. W. Patrick 


Minister, First Christian Church 
Athens, Texas 


The business or professional man, no longer en- 
cumbered with slow service methods, can now 
serve more people faster and more efficiently, be- 


long to more things and attend more meetings. 


I’m not suggesting that we go back to the “good 
old days,” which we often remember as being so 
wonderful. I’m not even concerned in this article 
about this tiredness making us invalids, causing 
blood clots, heart trouble or ulcers. 

I am concerned about the transference of this 
tiredness. Physically and mentally tired, we are 
so often spiritually tired. Spending our energies 
in a multitude of chores that are not home or 
church activities, we are dead on our feet when 
there is an appeal for a greater effort*to make 
our homes Christian through our personal efforts 
in evangelism, Christian education, stewardship, or 
even just plain and simple church loyalty. 


I’m concerned about the fact that our response 
to the call of the church to greater service for 
Christ is too often expressed in two words, “I’m 
tired.” 


How many among us are tired because we are 
spending too much energy visiting and helping 
the sick? How many are tired because we are in- 
viting too many people to church? How many 
are tired because we have called on too many pros- 
pective members and presented to them the good 
news about our Christ? How many of us can say 
I’m tired because I spend too much time at church? 
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Sometimes we almost feel like saying, “I’m tired 
because life itself is a drudgery. I’m tired of its 
demands. I’m tired of responsibilities.” 

We often look back with longing at the simple 
life in Old Testament and New Testament times. 
But has it occurred to you that the people with 
whom Jesus dealt were people who were also tired 
and distressed? I think they were. 

In the ninth chapter of Matthew, the thirty- 
fifth and thirty-sixth verses, we read that “Jesus 
went about all the cities and villages, teaching in 
their synagogues and preaching the gospel of the 
kingdom, and healing every disease and every in- 
firmity. When he saw the crowds, he had com- 
passion for them, because they were harassed and 
helpless, like sheep without a shepherd.” 

The word harass means to tire with repeated 
and exhausted efforts. Here were people in the 
cities and villages in quiet Palestine, who were 
tired and so distressed that they were like sheep 
without a shepherd. 

When people become like sheep without a shep- 
herd, they are without direction in life. 

Are people tired because life doesn’t have a real 
sense of direction? Or do we lose our sense of 
direction when we are too tired? It is some of 
both. 


Following reference to tired and confused peo- 
ple, Christ said, ‘The harvest is plentiful, but the 
laborers are few; pray therefore the Lord of the 
harvest to send out laborers into the harvest.” 

When Christ talked of harvesters he meant 
there needed to be those who, through the gospel 
of the kingdom, would lead people to the kingdom. 
Becoming properly related to the kingdom, we 
gain a right sense of direction and it should be 
that our energies are not wasted to the extent 
they were before. 

Now I’m not trying to say that we shall no 
longer be tired and that life becomes easy—it 
doesn’t. Jesus said, ‘Come to me, all who labor 
and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest. 
Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me, for 
I am gentle and lowly in heart, and you will find 
rest for your souls. For my yoke is easy, and my 
burden is light.”” (Matt. 11:28-30.) 

Not rest for our bodies, but rest for our souls. 

Jesus also said in the tenth chapter of Matthew, 
“He who finds his life will lose it, and he who 
loses his life for my sake will find it.” 

If we are finding life a drudgery, if we are tired 
of life and its responsibilities, could it be because 
we have not “lost life, to find it again.”” Could 
it be because we are hanging on to a multitude 
of unimportant things, that we think make up 
life, rather than letting go of them and unreserv- 
edly turning our life over to Christ, plunging into 
his service so energetically that we are lost in it. 
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While attending one of our brotherhood gather- 
ings, I was reminded of a multitude of things we 
ought to be doing for Christ, and I thought, “I’m 


tired.” I asked myself, “When are we ever going 
to reach the place when we as a brotherhood don’t 
have to be involved in a great effort? When can 
we quit worrying about better facilities and better 
methods? When can we stop building new 
churches and recruiting more ministers? When 
can we come to the place when we can feel like 
‘we have arrived’? When can we let down and 
take it easy?” 
And then I thought, “Never.” 


As long as we believe in the great commission; 
as long as people are outside of the kingdom; and 
especially when we are living in a world with one 
billion, six hundred milion who are not Christian, 
we dare not think of anything but advance. 

We cannot hang back when we are urged to 
participate in a Decade of Decision. 

Tired though we may be, we had better work 
at the job, and if we are too tired for the Lord’s 
work, we better back off and take a look at our- 
selves. If we discover that because we are physi- 
cally and mentally tired, we are aso morally and 
spiritually tired, we had better do something about 
it. 

In an address I heard Dr. A. Dale Fiers, presi- 
dent of The United Christian Missionary Society, 
tell of a man in Indianapolis who lifted a car off 
of a girl in an effort to save a life. Afterward 
he: tried it but couldn’t. Why could he do it be- 
fore? A life was at stake. 

Lives are at stake. For the salvation of the 
world, let us say, “I’m tired, but as long as there 
is the great commission, I am willing to lose my- 
self in the service of Christ.” 
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Undaunted 


“Where the Scriptures Speak .. .” 


October 25, 1959 
Scripture: Acts 4:1-14 


HEN Peter and John dis- 
peri what could be done 
there was no stopping them. Two 
things stand out in all the inci- 
dents related regarding their 
work. First, there were the acts 
of healing and preaching them- 
selves. Second, there was a con- 
tinual witness to the fact that the 
Jesus who had been crucified was 
indeed Lord. 

No particular incident is re- 
lated in the text today; they were 
simply “speaking to the people.” 
(Acts 4:1.) This was enough. 
One particular point in their 
speaking annoyed the Sadducees. 
They were “proclaiming in Jesus 
the resurrection from the dead.” 
(Vs. 2.) This was a doctrine 
which the Sadducees, in particu- 
lar, did not believe. 

It is believed that the Saddu- 
cees considered the law of Moses 
as “scripture” and gave all other 
biblical writing a lesser place. 
Since the resurrection is not a 
doctrine which is taught in what 
the Sadducees called the Bible, 
they rejected it, from whatever 
source it was preached. The 
Pharisees and others, did believe 
in resurrection of the dead. 

Obviously, Sadducees, Phari- 
sees, priests and “the captain of 
the temple” and all others were 
doing what they could to stop the 
preaching in the name of Jesus. 
It just happened that this par- 
ticular teaching was overheard 
by the Sadducees at the moment, 
and they seized upon it as an ex- 
cuse to arrest Peter and John. 
(vs. 3.) 
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It seems that in instances like 
this one, Roman law permitted 
the Jews to make “arrests” and 
settle religious disputes in their 
own way. 

So it was that the whole set 
of religious ‘rulers and elders 
and scribes” (vs. 5) met under 
the leadership of members of the 
high priestly family (vs. 6) to 
deal with Peter and John. 

The question they asked was 
typical of the times: “By what 
power or by what name” were 
they receiving their authority? 
(vs. 7.) 

Once more Peter, who had 
wavered so often in the days 
prior to the crucifixion, made bold 
to speak. No one could have 
doubted where he stood when he 
had finished. 

He did more than answer the 
simple question. The four verses 
which record his reply give an 
answer to the question, plus a 
charge against Israel for cruci- 
fying Christ, plus a witness to 
his resurrection; a testimony to 
Christ’s supremacy, plus a wit- 
ness to the absoluteness of 
Christ’s authority. This is a 
pretty good sermon in four 
verses! 

We must not overlook the fact 
that Peter made no claim to be 
able to say the things by his own 
strength. Luke informs The- 
ophilus that Peter was “filled 
with the Holy Spirit.” Here is 
the presence of this third Person 
in the God-head again. He is at 
once indispensable and yet elu- 
sive when we try to analyze his 
nature. 

In the Great Commission, Je- 
sus promised to be with us to the 


THE CHRISTIAN 


by the Editor 


end of the age. Elsewhere, there 
seems to be equal promise that 
he will go away and come again 
but he has sent the Holy Spirit 
to be with us in the meantime. 
A few days ago I read a letter 
to the editor saying that the 
writer would like to “see more 
evidence of what the Bible 
teaches of the Holy Spirit” in our 
journal. The writer rightly went 
on to distinguish between knowl- 
edge “about” the Holy Spirit and 
the presence of the Holy Spirit 
in a person. 

On the same day I also read a 
statement in a church magazine 
of another communion that, ‘The 
Disciples taught much truth but 
neglected holiness,” referring to 
our movement in the Campbell 
and Stone days. One reference 
was made in the Denver conven- 
tion to the effect that the Disci- 
ples never say anything about the 
Holy Spirit. 

All this is by way of saying 
that what seems simple to one 
seems less easy to understand to 
another. 

These undaunted witnesses had 
no fear of informing the rulers 
of Israel that they were abso- 
lutely convinced that Jesus is the 
Christ. The “stone masons” of 
Israel had looked over the situa- 
tion and rejected the one best 
stone. 

Note finally that these men 
witnessed to the fact that the 
name of Jesus Christ is the name 
by which all men are to be saved. 
Obviously a Buddhist or anyone 
else, regardless of his tradition, 
would call this either boastful or 
simply wrong. A Christian can 
do no less than Peter and John 


EVANGELIST-FRONT RANK 





Vit 


| 
| 














Witnesses 


did. Our religion is an absolute. 
If we tried to preach Christianity 
as “one of the good religions in 
the world” our message would be 
doomed. This is a day for more 
undaunted witnesses. 


The Scripture 
Acts 4:1-14 
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S SOON as you learn to walk 
you discover that the solid 
ground beneath your feet is one 


of your best friends. Walking 
upright is a_ skill whose first 
requisite is a steady base. From 
time to time the earth surprises 
us with tragic reminders that 
there are dangerous exceptions 
to the law of “terra firma.” 

Not long ago a town in Penn- 
sylvania reported that cave-ins 
from the coal mines’ which 
honeycomb its site were swallow- 
ing houses and property. There 
were no instances of men disap- 
pearing in that story. A place 
in California whose attractive 
new homes were built on a scenic 
hillside found the hill moving and 
taking with it to complete de- 
struction many fine homes, but 
again no loss of life. 

Even more recently the trem- 
ors in the Yellowstone National 
Parks area showed the terror and 
tragedy a shifting of the earth’s 
surface can create. Here again 
lives were lost. Whatever the in- 
cident, it only serves to under- 
line how necessary is a depend- 
able place to stand. Men must 
live in confidence that the earth 
will provide them a firm founda- 
tion always and in every circum- 
stance. They cannot be influ- 
enced by the exceptions. It is 
useless to meet the negative ex- 
perience of life with a negative 
view. You cannot refrain from 
life. 

Senator Hubert Humphrey of- 
fered a suggestion of great value 
some time ago. It was prompted 
by another of the long series of 
threats to our positive policy of 
government from Russian com- 
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by Hugh M. Riley 


munism. His suggestion—‘Let’s 
quit trying to program against 
Russia.” We must do what we 
believe to be morally right with 
the confidence that this will also 
be practically satisfactory as 
well. This is good advice for 
making national policy or for in- 
dividual behavior. You can’t pro- 
gram your life against anything 
for long. 

But this is an expensive tactic. 
It costs more to say what you 
are for than to register your pro- 
test. In the final test it cost 
Peter his life to be for Christ. 
He tried to escape the necessity 
for standing on solid ground and 
saying, “Yes, I know Him. Iam 
one of His disciples.” 

If he imagined denying asso- 
ciation with Jesus might be a 
bargain, Peter outlived that de- 
lusion. Neither would his cause 
have been helped by suing the 
Roman government or fighting 
the angry mob. There came a 
time for him when the only pos- 
sible solution was to let the world 
know on what solid ground he 
stood. Thus Peter took a firm 
stand concerning a matter which 
finally was very expensive. 

It is costly to declare what you 
are for. But the price is high 
when you stand for less. Is there 
any bargain sale on personal ap- 
petite? Men have spent all they 
had, and more, on an appetite to 
discover when they have drained 
all their resources that they are 
still hungry. Women have built 
their hopes and happiness on be- 
ing personally attractive only to 
discover that genuine beauty is a 
quality of soul which no formula 
can counterfeit. 
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OUR SOCIAL CONCERNS 


“Therefore Be It Resolved” 


by Robert A. Fangmeier 


IN RECENT YEARS tensions in the 
areas of race and international rela- 
tions have resulted in a movement to 
place a ban on church bodies speak- 
ing to these issues and others in the 
areas of political, economic and so- 
cial concern. Those holding this 
view wish the church to avoid 
“controversy” and confine its utter- 
ances to “spiritual” matters which 
they interpret as personal in nature 
and unrelated to the social order. 

The International Convention of 
Christian Churches (Disciples of 
Christ) meeting at Denver August 
28-September 2 took note of the 
desire of some to restrict church 
proclamations on social issues. But, 
by an overwhelming vote, the 
convention reaffirmed the traditional 
view of the Christian Churches that 
the church has a right and obliga- 
tion to speak on social issues. 


Two separate resolutions dealt 
with this theme. The board of 
trustees of the International Con- 
vention, after a year of study, pre- 
sented one on “the nature, form 
and content of convention resolu- 
tions.” In a statement for the first 
time formalizing the _ resolution’s 
process, the trustees declared that 
convention resolutions may deal 
“with crucial issues on which the 
church must speak as it functions as 
the champion of Christian idealism 
measuring men and institutions by 
Christian ethical norms.” 

The Convention also took up the 
“right to speak” theme in passing a 
resolution supporting the “Hartford 
Appeal,” adopted last February by 
the General Board of the National 
Council of the Churches of Christ, 
at Hartford, Conn. The Hartford 
Appeal was adopted by the National 
Council following substantial criti- 
cism of the Cleveland World Order 
Study conference which declared 
that “steps should be taken toward 
the inclusion of the People’s Republic 
of China in the United Nations and 
for its recognition by our govern- 
ment.” 
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While neither the National Coun- 
cil’s General Board nor the Interna- 
tional Convention took a stand at 
this time on the China issue itself, 
they upheld the procedure of hold- 
ing study conferences and issuing 
statements and pronouncements on 
social issues. 


In taking the Hartford Appeal as 
its own standard, the International 
Convention reminded the churches 
that statements by church bodies 
are “designed to help our members 
in the free process of finding the 
truth and acting upon it. They are 
not to be interpreted as beyond 
thoughtful criticism.” 

The International Convention fur- 
ther urged its members and minis- 
ters to: 


1. UPHOLD the right and duty of 
the churches and their councils to 
study and comment upon issues of 
human concern, however controver- 
sial. 


2. ENCOURAGE from within and 
without the churches and their coun- 
cils full and open criticism of the 
positions taken by them. 


3. RESIST all effort to discourage 
full freedom of discussion and, in 
discussions, REJECT attempts to sup- 
press such freedom. 


4. INVITE full candor on the part 
of government officials and other 
leaders of opinion in the public ex- 
position of problems and dilemmas 
affecting our nations and its citi- 
zens.” 


The Convention not only asserted 
its right to speak but did in fact 
speak in a series of resolutions. 
Significantly, these resolutions were 
presented by a wide variety of in- 
dividuals and groups. The Conven- 
tion approved a resolution by the 
Disciples Peace Fellowship approv- 
ing the exchange of visits between 
President Eisenhower and _ Soviet 
Premier Khrushchev as “a step to- 
ward bridging the chasm of suspi- 
cion and mistrust which has recently 
existed between the United States 
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and the Soviet Union.” Another 
resolution, by the _ International 
Christian Youth Fellowship Commis- 
sion, was approved urging the “con- 
tinued suspension of nuclear testing.” 

Convention approval was given 
to a resolution on race relations pre- 
sented by sixteen members of the 
Christian Action Research Group of 
Lexington, Ky. The resolution rec- 
ommended that our churches “open 
up more channels of fellowship be- 
tween racial groups at all levels, 
namely, between local churches, be- 
tween state organizations, and be- 
tween national organizations within 
the brotherhood of the Disciples of 
Christ.” 


Disciples also were urged to prac- 
tice inclusive fellowship in all areas 
of church life and to work for the 
elimination “of all forms of racial 
prejudice, segregation, and discrim- 
ination everywhere.” The UCMS’s 
Department of Social Welfare also 
received Convention sanction for a 
proposed study in the field of race 
relations, “including the sending to 
all congregations and agencies a 
Summary of Actions Taken by Con- 
vention Assemblies that deal with 
racial and cultural relations.” 

International aspects of the al- 
cohol problem got Convention at- 
tention in two resolutions. Dr. Vic- 
tor C. Rambo, India missionary, and 
ten other signers presented a resolu- 
tion that would ban alcohol adver- 
tisements in American and Canadian 
Papers going into South East Asian 
countries “where. the sentiment and 
religion as well as law is against 
alcohol or its advertising.” 

The same group also asked for 
liquor-free diplomatic functions in 
these same areas and urged the 
State Department to assign men to 
posts in these countries who respect 
the abstinence sentiments of the 
people. The Convention approved 
both of these resolutions as well as 
one supporting World Refugee Year 
among Disciples of Christ. 
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2nd Decent Literature 
Conference Feb. 25-26 


CDL National 


St. Louis—Plans for the national 
organization of Citizens for Decent 
Literature were completed here by 
the national steering committee for 
the organization. 

The committee also announced 
that the second national conference 
on obscene and pornographic liter- 
ature will be held Feb. 25-26 in 
Cincinnati under the auspices of 
the national steering committee in 
cooperation with Citizens for Decent 
Literature, Inc. of Cincinnati. 

Chairman of the nine-member 
committee is Bernard E. Donovan 
of New York. The only minister 
on the committee is James M. 
Flanagan, associate editor of The 
Christian Evangelist-Front Rank, 
who is chairman of Citizens for 
Decent Literature of St. Louis. 


Centennial Week Nov. 1-8 
Protestant 100th 


Anniversary in Japan 


Tokyo—Dr. W. A. Visser t’ Hooft, 
general secretary of the World 
Council of Churches, will join many 
other foreign churchmen for a “Cen- 
tennial Assembly Week” here Nov. 
1-8 climaxing observance of the 
100th anniversary of Protestantism 
in Japan. 

The week-long celebrations have 
been planned by the National Chris- 
tian Council of Japan, which in- 
cludes most of the country’s Prot- 
estant bodies, the largest of which 
is the United Church of Christ 
(Kyodan), with more than 250,000 
members. 


Record Crime Rate 


WASHINGTON, D. C.—The U. S. 
crime rate was the highest in his- 
tory in 1958, the Federal Bureau of 
Investigation reported here. 

A total of 1,553,000 offenses were 
known to police, an increase of 
131,000 or 9.1 per cent over the 
previous record set in 1957. 

The FBI said there were 8,182 
murders committed in the United 
States in 1958, while rapes num- 
bered 14,563, and other assaults 
113,569. 

A total of 75,347 robberies were 
committed; 679,878 burglaries, 391,- 
560 thefts, other \than automobiles. 
There were 270,965 stolen cars. 
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Table Prayers Project 


NEARLY 500,000 cards bearing 
Protestant, Roman Catholic and 
Jewish mealtime prayers will ap- 
pear on restaurant tables across 
the U. S. this fall as part of the 
11th annual Religion in American 
Life campaign to increase wor- 
ship attendance at all churches 
and synagogues. From left are 
Milton Knoll and Robert Dengler 
of the St. Paul, Minn., Junior 
Chamber of Commerce, which 
Placed cards in restaurants and 
hotels throughout the city, and 
J. S. Lefeber, catering head at 
the Hotel St. Paul. November is 
“Religion in American Life 
Month.” 


World Order Sunday 


New YorK—Church people 
throughout the 50 states are urged 
in the annual World Order Sunday 
Message to be read from Protestant 
pulpits Oct. 18, to accept their Chris- 
tian responsibility by interesting 
themselves in world problems. 

The Message also asks them, in 
the light of today’s rapidly changing 
world, to find more effective ways 
to work, through redemptive love, 
for peace with justice and freedom. 

The National Council’s Depart- 
ment of International Affairs spon- 
sors World Order Sunday and the 
Nationwide Program for Peace, 
launched this year in Protestant 
churches across the nation. 

This program calls for education, 
as opposed to propaganda for one 
point of view, in order to encourage 
informed opinions about vital issues. 
It also asks that Christian concern 
in international affairs be incorpo- 
rated into the continuing programs 
of church councils and _ church- 
related organizations. 


Ministers Oppose Judge’s 
Suggested Limitation 


N. Y. and Migration 


NEw YoRK—A _§ suggestion by 
Kings County Judge Samuel S. 
Leibowitz that migration to New 
York City be discouraged to combat 
juvenile delinquency was opposed 
by several Protestant ministers 
here. 

The clergymen were Dr. Dan M. 
Potter, executive director of the 
Protestant Council of the City of 
New York; W. Eugene Houston of 
Rendall Memorial Presbyterian 
Church in Harlem; Dr. Hampton 
Adams of Park Avenue Christian 
Church (Disciples of Christ); and 
Dr. Ralph W. Sockman of Christ 
Church (Methodist). 

Dr. Potter, while not mentioning 
Judge Leibowitz by name, said the 
Protestant Council is disturbed by 
“public statements” which he said 
added to group tensions. 

“Puerto Ricans are now being 
singled out as undesirables because 
of a few serious incidents of teen-age 
violence,” he told 2,000 worshipers 
at the Concord Baptist Church in 
Brooklyn. “This sin of blaming an 
entire group because of the acts of a 
few individuals has followed New 
York City through its history.” 

He apparently had reference to 
figures cited by the judge to a 
Senate committee investigating ju- 
venile crime showing that Puerto 
Rican youth and children are in- 
volved in 20 per cent of the city’s 
juvenile delinquency. 


Unfortunately True 


PITTSBURGH, Pa.—The Pittsburgh 
Catholic, official publication of the 
Roman Catholic Diocese of Pitts- 
burgh, has termed Soviet Premier 
Nikita Khrushchev’s criticism of his 
Hollywood studio visit justifiable. 

“It is a sorry day, indeed,” the 
paper declared editorially “when the 
world’s foremost atheist presumes 
to expound on decency and morality 
to a people whose whole code of 
action is supposed to be based 
on these principles; it is a sorrier 
day when he does so with justifiable 
cause.” 

The paper said “whoever offered 
Frankie Sinatra, the Can-Can and 
Marilyn Monroe as typical of any- 
thing Americans deeply cherish 
owes an apology to the Russians for 
wasting their time and to Ameri- 
cans for libelling our country.” 
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RSV Concordance 


A publishing event of world- 


wide significance was marked 
Sept. 30 when Thomas Nelson 
and Sons, New York, published 
the first Concordance Reference 
edition of the Revised Standard 
Version of the Holy Bible. 


This new edition, which includes 
over 75,000 center column _ refer- 
ences, 12 maps and a 192-page con- 
cise concordance with a list of 
proper names, will be known offi- 
cially as the Revised Standard Ver- 
sion Concordance Reference Bible. 

This Bible, which is the culmina- 
tion of years of work by leading 
theologians and Bible scholars, will 
be made avaiable to the general 
public for the first time on the sev- 
enth anniversary of the publication 
of the text edition of the Revised 
Standard Version in 1952. 

Publication of the complete text 
of the RSV Bible seven years ago 
caused a sensation. The first print- 
ing of over a million copies was sold 
out a month after publication. 


Eminent scholars and critics ac- 
claimed it as a work long overdue. 
No change in Christian doctrine was 
implied or called for as a result of 
the text, although some factions 
condemned it as the “devil’s work.” 


Actually, the task of the editors 
and scholars who worked on the Re- 
vised Standard Version was one of 
clarification of language and correc- 
tion of mis-information and am- 
biguities arising from faulty schol- 
arship of the past. 

The RVS presents the latest find- 
ings and textual improvements 
made possible by access to many an- 
cient manuscripts of which earlier 
translators knew nothing. It is 
based upon new discoveries about 
the language used in Biblical times, 
masses of lately uncovered Semitic 
and Greek papyri showing the idiom, 
vocabulary, and grammar of the 
early languages; part of the Dead 
Sea Scrolls—manuscripts generally 
unavailable to the scholars of the 
17th Century. 

An integral and vital part of any 
reference Bible is the concise con- 
cordance. That which appears in 
the new RSV Bibles has been taken 
from the much larger Complete Con- 
cordance with its 310,000 entries 
which was published in 1957. Rem- 
ington Rand’s electronic brain, UNI- 
VAC, was used to compile it. 


Opposition to Tests 


RHODES, GREECE—Major nuclear 
powers were urged here by the Com- 
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mission of the Churches on Inter- 
national Affairs not to resume the 
unilateral testing of atomic weap- 
ons in November. 

Last year the U.S. and Great 
Britian agreed to stop such tests 
for a ten-month period which expires 
October 31. Russia, which rejected 
the proposal, is not known to have 
conducted nuclear tests since last 
November. 


Christian Churches urged a halt 
to further nuclear tests in a resolu- 
tion approved at the assembly of 
the International Convention in 
Denver. 


October 18 
World Order Sunday 


NEw YorK—Protestant and Or- 
thodox church members throughout 
the United States were urged by the 
National Council of Churches to ac- 
cept their Christian responsibility of 
interesting themselves in world 
problems and “making a greater 
present reality ‘one humanity under 
God.’” 


In a message for use in the 
churches on World Order Sunday, 
Oct. 18, the Council emphasized 
finding more effective ways to work 
for peace, freedom, justice, good will 
and understanding to penetrate 
“artificial barriers dividing the 
world” and release man’s  poten- 
tialities. 


World Order Sunday, sponsored 
annually by the Council’s Depart- 
ment of International Affairs, was 
inaugurated in 1944. Last June, the 
churches launched under the depart- 
ment’s sponsorship a Nation-wide 
Program of Education and Action 
for Peace. 

Noting that “nations rage, king- 
doms totter” today as in the long- 
ago world of the writer of the 46th 
Psalm, the message points out that 
22 new nations have been born in 
recent years and that four coun- 
tries will become independent next 
year in Africa alone. 

“Men and nations,” the message 
declared, “must increasingly live in 
a rule of law, in organized coopera- 
tion, as in the United Nations, the 
specialized agencies, and regional 
organizations consonant with its 
principles.” 

It asserted that it “is a Christian’s 
responsibility that our plenty, our 
skills, our time and our interest 
shall more and more be used to 
help hundreds of millions every- 
where whose needs cry out for as- 
sistance.” 
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@Protestant-R. Catholic 
Talks Are Urged 


RHODES, GREECE—More theological 
discussions between the World Coun- 
cil of Churches and the Roman Cath- 
olic Church were asked by the coun- 
cil’s Faith and Order Commission 
here. 

A commission report presented at 
the annual meeting of the WCC’s 
Central Committee also urged that 
similar talks be held with Protestant 
communions which are not members 
of the World Council and accept Je- 
sus Christ as God and Savior. 

The commission is a WCC unit 
which deals with theological work 
for Christian unity and has been 
part of the council since it was 
formed in 1948. However, the world- 
wide Faith and Order movement, 
which proclaims the “essential one- 
ness of the Church of Christ,” origi- 
nated in 1910. 





TORONTO—F orty-three United 
Church of Canada theologians de- 
clared in a booklet published here 
that hell need not last forever, there 
is a second chance at salvation after 
death and prayers of the living may 
help the dead. 


National Council Leaders 
at State Department 





—ANS 


Following a meeting with President 
Eisenhower, at which more than 
100 clergymen and laymen repre- 
senting the National Council of 
Churches pledged their support of 
the Chief Executive’s peace aims, 
the group received a two-hour “off- 
the-record” briefing at the State De- 
partment. Shown left to right: Dr. 
Roy G. Ross, a Christian Churches’ 
minister and the Council’s general 
secretary; Undersecretary of State 
C. Douglas Dillon; Dr. Edwin T. 
Dahlberg, NCC president; and As- 
sistant Secretary of State Andrew 
Berding. 
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“Daddy, Am I Going to Die?” 


by Clyde 


A nurse approached me in the 
corridor of the hospital and asked 
that I come talk to a man who was 
bordering on shock as the result of 
an accident. 

I immediately inquired about his 
own minister and learned that he 
was already in the hospital with this 
stranger’s wife. 

At noon the family had departed 
for a vacation trip to Colorado 
Springs in their station wagon with 
their two children on the mattresses 
behind the parents. 

Driving 60 miles an hour the fa- 
ther glanced into the rearview 
mirror just as an approaching car 
struck them at high speed from be- 
hind. The force of the accident 
threw the seven-year-old daughter 
who was sitting behind him out the 
back window. 

He continued his story by telling 





*Clyde D. Foltz is pastor of Me- 
morial Christian Church, Midland, 
Texas. 


“TI was ordered 
to water the meat” 


MAN came up to me after 

the morning service in a 
great Midwestern church. “TT lis- 
tened closely to your sermon and 
I am greatly disturbed,” he said. 
“Could I have a conference with 
you this evening?” 

That evening we met in the 
pastor’s study. We were alone. 
He clenched his fists so tight as 
he talked that his knuckles were 
white. “I listened to every word 
you said about allegiance to 
Christ this morning and I was 
impressed. 

“In fact,’’ he continued firmly, 
“I was more than impressed; I 
was disturbed! You see I am in 
a predicament—if I am to give 
my full allegiance to Christ I will 
lose my job.” 

“T don’t quite understand you,” 
I said. 

He literally shouted his an- 
swer. “I work for a meat firm. 
I am in charge of refrigeration. 
My orders are to take a large 
syringe and inject water into the 
beef. It makes it weigh heavier. 
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D. Foltz* 


of stopping the car and running 
back along the highway in search 
of his daughter. 

At first he could not find her. At 
last he discovered her in the bushes 
along the side of the road, a crum- 
pled mass of bone and flesh. She 
was alive and conscious when he 
picked her up and, looking into her 
daddy’s eyes, she asked, “Daddy, am 
I going to die?” 

The little girl died—an innocent 
victim. No man could be immune 
to the penetrating grief which this 
father was feeling at that moment. 

He was obeying all the laws of 
safety, yet, through no fault of his 
own, his child’s life was in jeopardy. 

From an unknown author comes 
this bit of sense: “Safety is not a 
signal light, a jail sentence, a di- 
vided highway, or an enforcement 
index. Safety, in my judgment, is 
primarily a state of mind, under 
which all people, realizing the im- 
minence and consequences of acci- 
dents, are willing to accept those 





by J. Warren Hastings 


It is dishonest. It is crooked. 
If I don’t do it I will lose my 
job.” He sat back in his chair 
and seemed to relax. He seemed 
glad to get the thing off his 
chest. 

“Do you have a family?” I 
asked him. 

“Yes, I have a wife and three 
children. They are completely 
dependent on me. We have a 
Christian home and we are try- 
ing to bring our children up 
right. If I lose my job I doubt 
if I can get another that will pay 


me as well. I have been with the 
firm for years. I don’t know 
what to do.” 


“You must witness to your re- 
ligious faith. That is your in- 
herent right. Will you grant me 
the right to call on the president 
of that company on your be- 
half?” 

“Yes, I wish you would call on 
the president of the company,” 
he said. “He may not know that 
we have orders to water the meat 
in this particular plant.” 


restraints necessary to prevent 
them.” 

Accidents are caused by the irre- 
sponsible attitude of individuals. If 
the average driver can be made to 
see that the safety of his life and 
that of his friends depends upon his 
driving habits, he soon will drive 
carefully. 

It is not enough to say “The Life 
You Save May Be Your Own.” Noth- 
ing would be more torturous than 
to live a lifetime with an accident 
such as the one just described im- 
bedded in your memory. 


ASPIRATIONS 

When Judy was four, she 
wanted to be a nurse. When 
she was six, a teacher; at 
eight, a ballet dancer. Now, 
at ten, she aspires to work in 
a livery stable in the Old 
West. 
—BETTER HOMES & GARDENS 





The bravest sound in the 
world is a puppy’s bark, from 
under the porch. 

—TOGETHER 


Ideas are very much like kids. 
To that, I will attest; 

Of all the others you view, 
Your own are always best! 
—F. G. KERNAN IN “QUOTE” 


TRAVELIN’ 

An aged Indian was stand- 
ing on top of a hill, looking 
over the beautiful valley with 
his son. 

“You know, my son,” he 
said, “some day all of this 





every time you get a licking!” 
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LOOK to Feature 
Christian Churches 


INDIANAPOLIS, IND.—The Christian 
Churches are featured in the Oct. 27 
issue of Look magazine under the. 
title “The Story of Religions in 
America.” It is the eleventh in a 
series by Hartzell Spence. 

The Disciples issue went on sale 
at news stands October 13, according 
to the department of public rela- 
tions of the International Conven- 
tion in Indianapolis. 

A full-page color reproduction of 
a painting by Aaron Bohrod sym- 
bolizes the origin and beliefs of our 
church. Included are portraits of 
Thomas and Alexander Campbell, 
Barton W. Stone and Walter Scott. 

The painting also portrays a Com- 
munion cup from a “frontier church 
in Trumbull County, Ohio,” and the 
hand bell used to summon students 
at the Campbell home in Bethany, 
W. Va. Above a reproduction of 
Leonardo da Vinci’s “Last Supper” is 
a page from Thomas Campbell’s 
Declaration and Address. 

A three-quarter page color photo- 
graph of a candlelight service taken 
during a CYF conference at Indian 
Lake, near Indianapolis, highlights 
the article, as well as several photos 
taken at our Yukon, Okla., church 
where John E. Bloss, the 1959 “Rural 
Minister of the Year,” is minister. 
A photograph of the Alexander 
Campbell study at Bethany College, 
Bethany, W. Va., accompanies a list- 
ing of Disciple “milestones.” 

The department of public rela- 
tions of the International Conven- 
tion is working out arrangments 
with Look for reprints which will 
be made available for purchase by 
local churches in quantity lots. 
More than 200,000 copies of the 
1954 Look Disciples article have 
been distributed to churches of the 
brotherhood. 


Negro Assembly Urges 
Merger With UCMS 


DALLas—Merger of the staff and 
program of the National Christian 
Missionary Convention, which serves 
more than 500 Negro Christian 
Churches (Disciples), with the 
United Christian Missionary Society 
was conditionally approved by the 
NCMS’s 43rd assembly here. 

Three staff members of the Negro 
convention would be tranferred to 
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—Phote by D. C. Snyder 


LOOKS LIKE A POLITICAL RALLY? 

Perhaps. But it is a shot taken dur- 

ing an International Convention ses- 

sion relating to the Disciples’ pro- 

jected “Decade of Decision.”, This 

issue calls special attention to the 
Denver assembly. 





the United Society’s staff under the 
proposal which would also call for 
the: placing of Negroes on policy- 
making boards of national agencies 
of the International Convention of 
Christian Churches and at least four 
Negroes on the executive staff of 
the United Society. 

The convention also requested an 
interracial commission with broad 
representation “for the purpose of 
furthering ... integration” at all 
levels in the Christian Churches. 


A more complete report on the 
convention by Consulting Editor 
William K. Fox will appear in the 
Nov. 1 issue of “The Christian 
Evangelist-Front Rank.” 





Joe Babb to Retire 


Joe R. Babb, executive secretary- 
director for the Louisiana Associa- 
tion of Christian Churches will retire 
Dec. 31. 

Mr. Babb, a graduate of Phillips 
University, Enid, Okla., has traveled 
extensively in Europe and the Near 
East. He has held pastorates in 
Kansas and Texas. 

After having served for four years 
as state director of religious educa- 
tion in Texas, he went to the na- 
tional office of the department of 
religious education of the United 
Christian Missionary Society, Indi- 
anapolis, where he served as di- 
rector of leadership education and 
of field program until coming to 
Louisiana in September of 1953. 

During Mr. Babb’s six years in 
Louisiana, a new state constitution 
was adopted to institute a delegate 
state convention; seven new 
churches were established and a 
new state parsonage and office was 
purchased in Alexanderia. 





@ Cleveland Kleihauer, pastor of 
Hollywood-Beverly Christian Church, 
Hollywood, Calif., was honored re- 
cently with an anniversary banquet 
celebrating 25 years as pastor of 
the church. The occasion was spon- 
sored by the board of directors of 
the church. 


Church Welcome Sign for Premier Khrushchev 





Des MOINES, Ia.—Soviet Premier 
Nikita S. Khrushchev was pleased 


with this sign in front of Wakonda- 


Christian Church upon his arrival 
here. 

The church was on the Soviet 
leader’s route to downtown Des 
Moines from the Air National Guard 
hangar, where he deplaned. 

The sign read, “While we don’t 
always agree with you, we welcome 
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you.” It was printed in both Rus- 
sian and English. 

Students of University Christian 
Church’s Disciples Student Fellow- 
ship erected the sign for Khrush- 
chev’s arrival. 

He referred to it during an im- 
promptu press conference in front 
of the Fort Des Moines Hotel, by 
saying he thought this was the 
proper attitude for his visit—-BRUCE 
C. MOSHER 
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DR. LOREN E. LAIR of Des Moines, 
executive secretary of the Iowa So- 
ciety of Christian Churches, who was 
elected president of the International 
Convention and will serve through the 
1960 assembly in Louisville (right), 
is handed the gavel of his office from 
1959 president, John Paul Pack. Dr. 
Lair’s knowledge of church organiza- 
tion will strengthen the Disciples as 


they approach “A Decade of Decision.” in fo C ‘ 


—David C. Snyder 


E was the presentation of “Christ in 

ity” at the Red Rocks Theatre 15 miles 

. The actors, from left, are: Alfred Waner, 
nnefeld, Evelyn Wagner, Duane Taylor and 
mg. The drama was directed by Dr. Alfred R. 
» Professor at Christian Theological Seminary. 


— VA Ale 











“OUR SEARCH is a search for 
obedience, the long hard road 
along which the Godly-possible 
—David C. Snyder shall 7 obedience become ac- 
DENVER ASSEMBLY had good music. Among the tual,” Disciples were told by 
bing groups were these “songsters” of the Colorado theologian Joseph Sittler of the 
ristian Home, who sang on the final afternoon of the University of Chicago’s Feder- 
assembly. ated Theological Faculty. Con- 
vention President John Paul 

Pack is at right. 
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@ Richmond Nelson, for two years 
a minister among Disciples in Ja- 
maica and a graduate of Union 
Theological Seminary, Kingston, has 
received a scholarship from the 
United Christian Missionary Society 
to attend Union Theological Semi- 
nary, New York. He left the island 
Aug. 23, and attended the Interna- 
tional Convention assembly in Den- 
ver.—HERBERT S. SHIRLEY 


@ First Christian Church, First 
Presbyterian Church and Grace Epis- 
copal Church united in sponsoring a 
union vacation church school in 
Chillicothe, Mo., Aug, 10-21. General 
theme was “God and His World.” A 
total of 98 children were enrolled 
and 85 received certificates of at- 
tendance. All classes were held in 
First Church, where Arnett Winn 
is pastor. 


@ Janet Brashier, exchange student 
who recently returned from Berlin, 
Germany, shared some of her in- 
teresting experiences with Central 
Christian Church of Washington, Ind., 
Aug. 16. Janet was sponsored by 
Central Church through the auspices 
of the International Christian Youth 
Exchange Program. Stanley E. Kain 
is pastor of Central Church. 


@ After a career of 47 years, Miss 
Katie Carpenter, business training 
teacher, is retiring. She has taught 
at Midway Junior College, Midway, 
Ky., for 13 years. President Lewis 
A. Piper, in commending her, said, 
“Miss Carpenter’s integrity and 
loyalty as well as her capability and 
devotion to her calling set a high 
standard of excellence and present 
an inspiring challenge to her as- 
Sociates.” 


@ Kerstin Boija, of Northshipping 
(Norrkoping), Sweden, is the 1959-60 
exchange student sponsored by Uni- 
versity Christian Church, Des Moines, 
Iowa. Her father is a congressman 
representing his district in the gov- 
ernment at Stockholm. The ex- 
change program at University 
Church is a project of the junior 
and senior high youth fellowships. 
Kerstin is the fifth exchange spon- 
sored by the church where Dr. War- 
ner Muir is the minister. 


@On Aug. 23 Central Christian 
Church, Washington, Ind., honored 
Arthur Weaver by presenting him 
with his minister’s retirement pin. 
The award was made during the 


24 (1336) 


Oe: CAPSULES 


worship service by Ray Hopewell 
following an introduction of Mr. 
Weaver by Tom Dillon. Mrs. Wea- 
ver participated in the service to 
share in the honor with her husband. 
The Weavers now reside at Clear- 
water, Fla. 


@ For the second consecutive year 
the young people of First Church, 
Casper, Wyo., won first place with 
their float which they entered in the 
Central Wyoming Fair parade. The 
float pictured a huge white cross 
which can be raised by “no hands 
but ours.” Frank Edmund See is 
minister of the church. 


@ Joe William Aspley, Jr., was or- 
dained into the Christian ministry 
at First Christian Church, Glasgow, 
Ky., June 14. 

Dr. George V. Moore, of The Col- 
lege of the Bible, Lexington, Ky., 
preached the ordination sermon. 
Paul Duncan, minister of Glasgow 
Church, presided. Mr. Aspley re- 


SIX BOY SCOUTS from the De- 
troit area received “God and Coun- 
try” awards at a service in Central 
Woodward Christian Church, Detroit. 
They are (from left) Curtis Lynn, 
Jr., Donald Anderson, David Ander- 
son, Steven Senter, Richard Senter, 
Jr., Gregory Purchase. 

Also shown (from left) are: Neil 
Guy, associate minister; Curtis Lynn, 
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ceived a B.D. degree from The Col- 
lege of the Bible in June. He has 
been serving as minister of the 
North Pleasureville Christian Church 
in Henry County, Ky. 


@ Drury College, Springfield Mo., be- 
gan its 87th year on Sept. 13 when 
the 1959-60 fall semester officially 
opened. 





THE LOYAL PHILATHEA CLASS 
of First Christian Church Jackson- 
ville, Fla., is shown above at a re- 
cent luncheon meeting honoring 15 
members of the class who have 
passed their 80th birthday. The 
teacher is Mrs. Sadie Stephenson, 
herself an octogenarian, who is a 
resident of the Florida Christian 
Home. Pastor of the Church is 


Frank A. Dunn. 





—Gordon Dorazio 
Roy Anderson, Richard Senter, Wil- 
liam Purchase and Warren Grafton, 
pastor. 

The surprise element of the award 
ceremony occurred when Mr. Guy 
was presented the “God and Coun- 
try” award pin by the six youths in 
appreciation for his working with 
them and the honorary chaplin pin 
on behalf of the Detroit-area scout- 
ing by William Purchase. 
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TO NEW MINISTRIES 


J. Pearce Burns from pastorate of 
First Church, Plaines, Texas, to El- 
dorado, Texas. 

Hugh Edward Caffey a graduate of 
The College of the Bible, Lexington, 
Ky., to Wichita Falls, Texas., as direc- 
of Christian education. 

Harold Converse from Midland, Texas, 
to Burnet, and Marble Falls, Texas. 

James Dulaney from church at Azle, 
Texas, to Duncanville, Texas. 

Hal Dungan from the church at Ste- 
phenville, Texas, to San Gabriel, Texas. 

Barnard P. Edwards from Bristol, 
Va., to be pastor at Roanoke, Va. 

Ward Gregg from Levelland, Texas, 
to be pastor at Gruver, Texas. 

Howard Grant from Red Oak, Texas, 
to be pastor at Miami, Texas. 

Walter Hehl from Longview, Texas, 
to be pastor at Lubbock, Texas. 


Ken Jones from Childress, Texas, to 
Bethany Church, Lubbock, Texas as 
pastor. 

Larry Killian from Fort Smith, Texas, 
to be director of Christian education at 


Books Received 


Mount Auburn, Dallas, Texas. 

Otto Marshall from Greggton, Texas, 
to be pastor at Mansfield, La. 

Rex Mix from Big Sandy, Texas, to 
be director of Christian education at 
Casa View Church, Dallas. 

Charles G. Moss, from Carnegie, Okla., 
to be pastor at Fort Lavaca, Texas. 


Kenneth R. Newton from Houston, 


Texas, to be pastor at Bridge City, 
Texas. 
Clyde Nichols from Big _ Springs, 


Texas, to be pastor at Bryan, Texas. 

Clifford Parker from Lubbock, Texas, 
to be pastor at El Paso, Texas. 

Bill Robinson from Fort Worth, 
Texas, to Detroit, Texas, as pastor. 

James Ward from Martinsville, Ind., 
to be director of Christian education at 
Olive Branch Church, Indianapolis. 

Earl Zetsche from Henrietta, Texas, 
to be pastor at Havana, IIl. 

E. M. Wheatley from Gladewater, 
Texas, to be pastor at Springfield, Mo. 

Joseph E. Copelin from Adrian, Mich., 
to be pastor at Beech Bottom, W. Va. 





Sermons in Stories for Children. By 
Graham R. Hodges. Abingdon Press. 
96 pages. $1.75. 

Sermons on Simon Peter. 
G. Chappell. 
pages. : 

The International Lesson Annual— 
1960. Edited by Charles M. Laymon. 
Abingdon Press. 448 pages. $2.95. 


You Can Hope Again. By W. Albert 


By Clovis 
Abingdon Press. 128 


Donaldson. The Warner Press. 139 
pages. ‘ 

This Home We Build. By Verna 
Joiner. The Warner Press. 80 pages. 


$1 (Paper). 
Friendship Evangelism. By J. Edgar 


Smith. The Warner Press. 96 pages. 
$1.25 (Paper). 
Every Day and Sunday. By Kathryn 


B. Peck. The Warner Press. 22 pages. 
$0.75. 


Thank You, God. By Mildred S. Ed- 
wards. The Warner Press. 23 pages. 
$1.75. 

My Book of Christian Holidays. By 
Wanda Bell. The Warner Press. 32 
pages. $1.75. 


The Assemblies of God: 
Survey. By Irwin Winehouse, 
Press, Inc. 224 pages. $3.75. 

Conversion. By E. Stanley Jones. 
Abingdon Press. 253 pages. $3.25. 

Values In the Church Year. By Wil- 
liam F. Dunkle, Jr., Abingdon Press. 
144 pages. $2.50. 

One Hundred Hymns and Gospel Songs. 
By Frank C. Huston. Published by 
Frank C. Huston, 1071 Edgewood Ave., 
— 5, Florida. 121 pages. 


A Popular 
Vantage 





MONEY FOR YOUR TREASURY 
OVER 2,000,000 
SUNFLOWER DISH CLOTHS 
Were sold in 1958 by members of Societies, 
Clubs, Groups, etc. hey enable you to earn 
money for your treasury, and make friends for 
your organization. Samples FREE to Officials. 
SANGAMON MILLS 
Established 1915 8-75 Cohoes, N. Y. 
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Blessings Galore. By Sophia Gant. 
Pageant Press. 84 pages. $2.50. 

The Structure of Nations and Em- 
pires. By Reinhold Niebuhr. Charles 
Scribner’s Sons. 306 pages. $5. 

The English Carol. By Erik Routley. 
Oxford University Press. 272 pages. $5. 

A Book of Public Prayers. By Harry 
Emerson Fosdick. Harper and Brothers. 
191 pages. $3. 

Through the Year With Christ. By 
Edwin C. Munson. The Augustana 
Press. 389 pages. $3.75. 





MONEY 


7 for 
CHURCH or CHARITY 





FREE SAMP’ 
TO NEW CUSTOME 





These famous household aids sell 

on sight for benefit of your organ- 

METAL SPONGE ization. Gottschalk’s Sponges are 
SALES CORP. Preferred for tough cleaning and 
3650 No. 10th St. scouring jobs, coast to coast. They 
save time, are harmless to hands, 

Philadelphia 40, Pa. Tl won't scratch polished surfaces. 
DEPT. 23 Special bronze and stainless steet 


types. Send for free sample and 
details of liberal cooperative plan. 





reference work on Hawaii. 
with order. 





ABOUT HAWAII 


Copies of the 300-page “STATEHOOD EDITION” of the 
Honolulu Advertiser (Honolulu’s 100-year-old newspaper) have 
been reserved and are available by writing to Crafts of Hawaii, 
Inc., 1145 Bishop St., Dept. ST, Honolulu, Hawaii. This beau- 
tifully colored edition may be bound and kept for a permanent 
Payment of $5 must be received 


Ewart H. Wyle, Sr. from Country 
Club Church, Kansas City, Mo., to be 
— of a new church at La Jolla, 

alif. 


Gaylord E. Mullins from Pritchard, 
Ala., to be pastor at Jasper, Ala. 


Richard Skooglund, graduate of 
Northwest Christian College, Eugene, 
Ore., to Englewood Church, Yakima, 
Wash., as assistant minister July 1. 


Don Rogers from Christian education 
ministry at the Christian Church, Colo- 
rado Springs, to a similar post at First 
Church, Eugene, Ore. 


Miss Muling Chow from post as direc- 
tor of Christian education for Franklin 
Circle Church, Cleveland, Ohio, to a 
similar post with Christ Methodist 
Church, Akron, Sept. 1. 


Jerry Housh graduate of the graduate 
seminary of Phillips University, Enid, 
Okla., to Christian Church, Marysville, 
Kansas, as pastor. 





Travel to the HOLY LAND spending 
CHRISTMAS IN BETHLEHEM—1959 
EASTER IN JERUSALEM—1960 
Join small groups touring the Holy 
Land and Middle East under Christian 
leadership with Harriet-Louise H. Pat- 
terson visiting Jordan, Israel, Lebanon, 
Syria, Egypt, Turkey, Greece and 
Italy. Christmas tour departs Dec. 11. 
Easter Spring tour departs April 1. 
Write for descriptive itinerary booklet 

giving all details. 
MAUPINTOUR ASSOCIATES 


Head Office 
1236 Massachusetts Lawrence, Kansas 
Branch Offices in 
New York — Washington — Tokyo 


i. 2 


TOP QUALITY 


Pecan Meats 


A MONEYMAKER 
for CHURCH GROUPS 





We grow, pack, and ship our 
own shelled pecan meats for 
resale through church groups. 
Whole halves or broken 
pieces available. 


For complete details, write: 


THE MASCOT PECAN CO. 
Glennville, Georgia 
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—ASSEMBLY IN REVIEW 


(Continued from page 13.) 


themselves with counseling services 
available in their communities and 
to join with responsible social agen- 
cies in developing a broad counsel- 
ing program and a wholesome com- 
munity environment for married 
couples and families. 

ACCEPTED a progress report on the 
unification of brotherhood publica- 
tions which was a follow-up to a 
1958 assembly resolution. 

COMMENDED the American Bible 
Society for its “excellent record” of 
service and urged churches and 


members to give increased support 
for the publication and distribution 
of the Scriptures. 


Fraternal Delegates .. . 


Six fraternal delegates were pre- 
sented to the Denver assembly. 
Among them were Mr. and Mrs. 
Charles K. Green of Manchester, 
England, the president of the World 
Convention of Churches of Christ 
and the president of the World 
Christian Women’s Fellowship. 

Representatives of Disciples in 
Australia who were presented were 





Books of lasting interest from 


. 


rue Westminster Dress 


By DonaLp J. CAMPBELL. Bishop Campbell shows 
how the individual may bridge the gap between 
belief and practice in order to live an integrated 


Christian life. 


By Davip WEsLEyY Soper. One of Protestantism’s 
most provocative thinkers answers those to whom 
God is a vague and shadowy figure. $2.50 


The Revelation of God 


$2.50 
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in Human Suffering 


By Wayne E. Oates. Laymen and ministers alike 
will find comfort and inspiration in Professor 
Oates’ demonstration of how suffering develops 
our spiritual matyrity and binds us in Christian 
fellowship. $2.75 


The Letter to the Romans 


By Emit Brunner. Dr. Brunner’s brilliant com- 
mentary reveals for every reader the full triumph 
of Paul’s most important message. $3.50 


By Lewis S. MupceE. A study of the meaning and 
message of the church today, with compelling em- 
phasis on Christian responsibility in service. $3.00 


Now at your bookstore 


THE WESTMINSTER PRESS, Philadelphia 7 
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Mr. and Mrs. Ross J. Manning, na- 
tives of that country who are now 
serving in the Belgian Congo. A 
young woman who is a resident phy- 
sician of the Beekman-Downtown 
Hospital in New York City, Dr. Ju- 
lita Jose, brought greetings from 
the Tagalog Disciples churches (in 
the Philippines). When her resi- 
dency is completed she expects to 
return to do medical work among 
the Christian Churches in the Philip- 
pines. 

The fraternal delegate from Ja- 
maica was Richard I. Nelson, former 
minister of Bushy Park Christian 
Church. 


Future Conventions... 


The Denver assembly accepted 
Miami Beach, Florida, as the site of 
the 1963 International Convention 
assembly. The convention § also 
voted to “look with favor’ upon the 
invitation to hold the 1962 conven- 
tion assembly in Los Angeles. 


The 1960 convention is scheduled 
to be held in Louisville, Kentucky, 
October 21-26. In 1961 the assembly 
will be held in Kansas City, Missouri, 
September 29-October 5. 


The convention addresses, some of 
which have already been published 
in this magazine, were frequently 
wrapped up in the hopes for the 
projected Decade of Decision among 
Christian Churches. 

President-elect D. Ray Lindley of 
Texas Christian University chal- 
lenged Disciples to step up their giv- 
ing toward a goal of 1,500 new 
churches involving a church con- 
struction cost of $100,000,000 during 
the next ten years. 

Dr. Lindiey outlined criteria for 
increasing stewardship during the 
Decade of Decision program of ad- 
vance. “These include a graded in- 
crease in the proportion of giving so 
that by 1970 each church will be 
contributing as much to. world 
causes as to its own local needs; an 
annual increase in total giving for 
each church by a minimum of ten 
per cent; and a growth in per capita 
giving from the present 2.5 per cent 
to 4, 5 or even 10 per cent.” 


His closing plea was sounded re- 
peatedly by various speakers at the 
assembly: “May the Decade of De- 
cision be a time of new dedication, 
togetherness, and service to God.” 

The final session of the Denver 
assembly, a service of worship, in- 
cluded a hymn the words of which 
must have been even more relevant 
than usual as Disciples paused to 
observe the sesquicentennial of the 
Declaration and Address while plan- 
ning for a program of the 1960's: - 


“O God, our help in ages past, 
Our hope for years to come....” 
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The 


EFFECTIVE CHURCH 


Each 
department 
in 
the 
church 
will 
find 
support 
in 
these 
9 


filmstrips'! 
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Audio-Visual SERIES 


Eight sound filmstrips in 
black and white 


The EFFECTIVE CHURCH Audio-Visual SERIES is designed by 
authorities in every field of church work to help in the func- 
tional organization and operation of the local church. The 
series includes eight sound filmstrips in black and white to sup- 
port each department of the church: Christian Action and 
Community Service; Christian Education; Evangelism; Member- 
ship; Property; Stewardship and Finance; World Outreach; 
and Worship. It offers instruction to the volunteer church 
staff in an enjoyable but informative manner. You will find 
many new ideas in building an effective church, and have an 
opportunity to re-acquaint yourself with time-proven methods 
and procedures. 


Plus, a ninth in color 


MR. SMITH AND THE EFFECTIVE CHURCH is a sound filmstrip 
in color which interprets the effective operation of a func- 
tional church program for the congregation. The filmstrip 
features Mudcat Smith to whom local church organization is 
explained and some of his questions concerning its effective 
operation answered. 


Produced by U.C.M.S. 


This special filmstrip kit, covering all the basic needs of the 
church, has been produced by the Audio-Visual Services, 
U.C.M.S., and is being distributed by the Christian Board of 
Publication. You may order it directly from your brotherhood 
publishing house. 


9 filmstrips, 9 records with 18 manuals, $59 


CHRISTIAN BOARD 


OF PUBLICATION 
BOX 179, ST. LOUIS 66, MISSOURI 





You will find many new and time-tested ideas 


in building an effective church! 
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“The spirit and soul of all reformation is free discussion.” 


—Alexander Campbell 





Preparation for Baptism 
Editor, The CE-FR: 


I would like to answer an article 
published in the June 7, 1959, CE- 
FR on the question, “Is Baptism for 
Children?” 


Iagree that without a pre-prepara- 
tion period, baptism does not mean 
much toa child. The same thing holds 
true for most adults also. I think 
that any minister or board that 
does not provide for such classes is 
neglecting a vital duty. I do not 
think that adults and children 
should, under most circumstances, 
be in the same class. Even as we 
have grades in school and Bible 
school, so should we have grades in 
these all-important classes. Beth- 
any Press publishes two very good 
courses for such classes—one with 
a work book for young people, and 
one ‘that is better suited for senior 
youth and adults. 

We, here at East San Diego 
Church, have been very fortunate in 
that, for a study guide, we have a 
little study outline guide compiled 
by our former pastor, Anor Emer- 
son, now pastor of the Chula Vista 
Christian Church. This concise but 
well-organized study guide may be 
used for both youth and adults. 

I do not believe that young peo- 
ple are so much less prepared, with 
study and counseling, than the av- 
erage older youth or adult. As far 
as altruistic will over ego is con- 
cerned, I have seen evidence of both 
in both youth and adults, the pro- 
portion not being too different. 

Altruism in children is genuine, 
not for show or for ulterior mo- 
tives. They have not had time to 
develop the egocentricity that the 
adults have, nor do they have the 
possibilities of the false motivations 
that adults may have. 

I do not believe that this is a 
meaningless ritual to our young 
children. I do believe that it is 
setting their feet on the right trail. 
I believe that it means much more 
to their highly impressionable 
minds than it does to many adults. 

I believe that with proper train- 
ing and guidance the baptism of 
young children may be a very im- 
portant event in their lives. Through 
pre-baptism classes and the associa- 
tion with Christian adults they ac- 
quire an emphasis on the Christian 
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way of life and are made aware of 
the existence of right and wrong 
choices with the need for right 
choices throughout life—JOHN D. 
CUNNINGHAM, San Diego, Calif. 


Likes Travel Ideas 
Editor, The CE-FR: 

Enjoy reading The CE-FR each 
week from beginning to end. 

Was especially interested in the 
August 9 issue because of the article, 
“Camp-Out to Denver.” My family 
and I have been on our way on such 
a trip for one week! Leaving Ohio 
we are going to Arizona and cir- 
cling back north to Denver. 

We made an extra effort to break 
up camp in time to attend services at 
the fine church in Canyon, Texas, 
of which Dale Harter is the minis- 
ter. The experience did “provide 
a real way to meet God’—and se- 
cure a copy of The CE-FR. 

Carrying a copy of the Year Book 
helps locate Christian Churches.— 
Mrs. J. GAILARD HALL, Ashland, 
Ohio 


EDITOR’S COMMENT: File these 
good ideas away in your mind for 
use next summer. 


Statement of Faith 
Editor, The CE-FR: 

In regard to the “Statement of 
Faith of The United Church of 
Christ” and the article by Walter 
Sikes concerning it (CH-FR, July 5, 
1959), I am extremely uneasy as I 
read “Testimony and Not a Test.” 

I, personally, cannot see how it 
can be a statement of faith which 
begins “We believe’ and not ex- 
clude those who do not so believe. 
How can it be a statement of cor- 
porate faith (“We”) and not be a 
test of fellowship? Why say it at 
all if it is not a common affirma- 
tion? If it is a common statement 
of belief it is a creed. 

As Dr. Sikes says: “This item may 
be of crucial significance for any 
further courtship between the two 
communions” (The United Church of 
Christ arid the Christian Churches). 
We published the statement in our 
local church bulletin May 3, of this 
year, with the note: “If such a 
movement gains serious considera- 
tion one of the questions will be: 
Does this Statement of Faith negate 
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Letters ... 


our historic witness to No Creed 
But Christ’? 

A second question then would be: 
If it is a common affirmation, is it 
what Christian Churches would say? 
I answer, “No!” 

It would seem to me that Chris- 
tian Churches would do well to come 
to grips with the basic problem of 
the need of a statement of faith— 
first! Then, what would the Chris- 
tian Churches say—séecond! And 
then we will be ready to evaluate 
the Statement of Faith of The 
United Church of Christ.—RALPH 
EUGENE BENNETT, Alexandria, Va. 


Travel Helps 
Editor, The CE-FR: 


Any first-timers who plan to fol- 
low your “Camp-Out to Denver’ 
suggestion (CE-FR, August 9, 1959) 
should invest a dollar in the Camp- 
ground Guide for tent and trailer 
tourists. 

The book may be secured from 
Campgrounds Unlimited, Blue Rap- 
ids, Kansas. It contains classified 
information on virtually all of the 
grounds (state, national and private) 
in the United States and Canada. 
We have relied on it faithfully — 
RICHARD P. RANDALL, Hampton, Ga. 


EDITOR’S COMMENT: Ditto com- 
ment on Mrs. Hall’s letter. 


Let’s Sing 
Editor, The CE-FR: 

The Denver convention was tops 
in every way except one—we needed 
more fellowship in singing! Some- 
how, we Disciples have never real- 
ized the tremendous spirit-building 
power of enthusiastic group singing. 
We underestimate the significance 
of making “a joyful noise unto the 
Lord.” 

My suggestion concerning our 
group singing for the Louisville con- 
vention is this: Include more hymns 
for group singing in the general 
convention program, especially our 
evening sessions. 

Let’s choose the hymns well ahead 
and let our churches know what 
hymns to “practice up.” 

This will unite our Brotherhood 
in the “spirit” of the convention 
well ahead of time and enable those 
going to Louisville to be prepared 
to sing during the convention.— 
Dick Brown, Fresno, Calif. 
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A guide to thoughtful 
Bible study 





THE LAYMAN READS HIS 
BIBLE by M. Jack Suggs. This 
book was written for those who 
want to understand the Bible 
and make its message an im- 
portant part of their lives. The 
author attempts to suggest basic 
attitudes and methods of study 
which will help the 20th-century 
Christian feel more at home in 
the Bible’s ancient land. 

Calling the books of the Bible 
“our library of faith,” Dr. Suggs 
tells how our Bible came to be 
and how our Christian beliefs 
developed. He outlines _re- 
sources for background reading 
in world and religious history 
and literature. Each of the 
seven chapters is designed to 
make reading of the book that 
leads maa to God in Christ more 
rr: $A and more interesting. 
10L301, $1.75, effective Novem- 
ber 1. 


Books for the Christian Layman 


The 
Layman 


Builds a 
Christian 
Home 


By Vera Channels. Introduc- 
tion by Richard E. Lentz. This 
latest book in the Layman Series 
deals with mature Christianity 
and its practical application to 
love, marriage, and family life. 
The author describes the mature 
attributes of the individual 
which make marriage a happy 
spiritual union and child-rear- 
ing a creative experience—and 
emphasizes some of the psycho- 
logical obstacles to its success. 

In addition to frank instruc- 
tion on most phases of family 
life, there is discussion of re- 
sources for help both inside and 
outside the home. 101377, 
$1.75 





Published by 
The Bethany Press 





To encourage effective 
prayer 





THE LAYMAN LEARNS TO 
PRAY by Lloyd V. Channels. 
This guide to prayer was writ- 
ten for all Christians, but espe- 
cially for the novice and in- 
a peas: in addressing him- 
self to God. Prayer is defined 
as a two-way communication 
with God—in which man speaks 
and listens to God, and God 
listens and speaks to man. 

Mr. Channels describes man’s 
need for prayer, and how man 
must understand the nature of 
the One to whom he prays. He 
suggests where, how, and when 
to pray, and what to say in 
praise, adoration, thanksgiving, 
confession, petition, interces- 
sion, submission and commit- 
ment, The reader is shown 
that, through prayer, he can ex- 
pect better idatindeling of 
God and himself, increased 
friendships with others, and a 
more complete fulfillment of 
God's purpose in his life. 
10L316, $1.75, effective No- 
vember 1. 


179 





Christian Board of Publication sr tess 66, Me. 











‘SYou Are What You Read’’ 


EMERGING CULTURE 


Africa Disturbed. By Emory and 
Myrta Ross. Friendship Press. 183 
pages. $3.50, Cloth; $1.95, Paper. 


Social currents of a volcanic na- 
ture are deeply affecting the an- 
cient animistic and communal cul- 
ture of picturesque Africa. The in- 
crease of national eruptions is caus- 
ing a new and distinctive society to 
emerge. 

This is the conclusion of sea- 
soned observers Emory and Myrta 
Ross, as they render an impression- 
istic but authentic testimony to this 
thesis in their new book Africa Dis- 
turbed. The Rosses were mission- 
aries to Africa some years ago. 
They are sharing these new insights 
after a recent extensive tour of the 
African continent. 

According to the authors, much 
of the upheaval can be traced to 
Africans who have been converted 
to a belief in the importance of the 
individual as a person, and to a 
newly rising African socio-economic 
society where there is increased em- 
phasis upon individual initiative. 

Christian missions have spread the 
first concept, while western democ- 
racies have encouraged the second. 
The two ideas have fused to become 
the motivating factor in the great- 
est social revolution in history. 

The treatment made by the Rosses 
forms an extremely readable and 
understandable primer for all. I pre- 
dict that it will be widely used by 
progressive Christian missionary 
groups. 

The authors are sensitive to the 
full gamut of cultural expression. 
The impact of modern civilization 
upon a once totally primitive and 
tribalistic culture is dramatically 
given. 

Seeping through every page one 
sees the challenge to Christian mis- 
sions. It is evident that an_in- 
creased emphasis upon the partner- 
ship concept in Christian missions 
will be needed. The seemingly 
united cousins of Christendom like 
the YMCA and YWCA also loom as 
formidable agencies in the endeavor 
to achieve such a partnership. 

Christians interested in the emer- 
gence of a new and distinctive cul- 
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ture in our time will want to read 
Africa Disturbed._-WILLIAM K,. Fox, 
Sr. 


CHARACTER STUDIES 


At Life’s Crossroads. By Paul W. 
Milhouse. The Warner Press. 112 
pages. $2.50. 


At Life’s Crossroads is a small vol- 
ume in pages but big in its reaches 
into human behavior. 

Choosing six well-known persons 
from the Bible the author depicts 
an incident in the life of each one 
when he faced a momentous deci- 
sion at a crossroad in life. 

For the most part the decisions 
are wise. However, the imagination 
is stirred by what might have been 
had another road been taken. Par- 
ticularly is this true in the case of 
Herod Antipas. Consequences in all 
portrayals are far-reaching. 

Dr. Milhouse very adroitly thrusts 
the picture of long ago into life sit- 
uations of the present time, bring- 
ing an acute awareness of decisions 
that face individuals today. 

Enjoyable as the book is for read- 
ing, it is also designed as a study 
book. It would be especially stimu- 
lating for young adults. It closes 
with questions on each chapter that 
could be used as an outline.—BEu- 
LAH G. SQUIRES 


WORD STUDIES 


More New Testament Words. By 
William Barclay. Harper and Broth- 
ers. 160 pages. $3. 


The author, William Barclay, is 
lecturer in New Testament lan- 
guages and literature and in Hellen- 
istic Greek in the University of Glas- 
gow. The chapters of the present 
volume appeared originally as ar- 
ticles in the British Weekly. This 
study is a continuation of a former 
book, A New Testament Wordbook, 
which also originally was published 
as articles in the British Weekly. 

Barclay’s works are of high qual- 
ity and reflect a happy skill at re- 
search and practicality. Not only 
do they reflect a high type of schol- 
arship but also the preacher’s and 
theologian’s aptness for pertinency 
and adaptation to the concrete needs 
of the church. 
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Such important words as love, 
hope, promise, pride, and beauty 
are discussed along with nineteen 
other important selections. That 
each word to be discussed is Angli- 
cized may trouble the Greek scholar, 
but, considering the very practical 
aim of the author in helping the av- 
erage preacher and Christian, it 
need not be considered a defect. 

Among the various attempts at 
Biblical word study over a period 
of half a century, it is my opinion 
that More New Testament Words 
ranks quite close to the top.—s. 
MARION SMITH 


BEST-KNOWN PREACHER 


Man’s First Love. By Ralph W. 
Sockman. Doubleday and Company, 
Inc. 211 pages. $2.95. 


When Ralph W. Sockman writes 
another book it is always publish- 
ing news. He is probably America’s 
best-known preacher. His easy, 
friendly manner, together with his 
clear mind and his strong message 
endear him to ministers and lay 
people alike. His new book, Man’s 
First Love, is a good solid combina- 
tion of theology, common sense and 
biblical preaching. Part One, which 
takes up the great commandment of 
our Lord, deals with the heart, the 
soul, the mind and the strength of 
man in response to the love of God. 

Part Two deals with such interest- 
ing subjects as “Love’s Double Life,” 
“As You Love Yourself,” “Love in 
the Daily Round,” “Our Loving Ene- 
mies,” “Love Your Enemies,” “Chris- 
tian Co-Existence,” and “A New 
Commandment.” Doctor Sockman is 
socially sensitive as well as inter- 
ested in personal religious living. 
His chapter on “Christian Co-Ex- 
istence” is a smashing confrontation 
of political “isms” with the Hebrew 
Christian tradition of spiritual unity. 
This chapter is a good solid com- 
mentary on Christian unity which 
should warm the heart of every Dis- 
ciple. 

The book is marked with a high 
level of Christian insight set forth 
in an engaging literary style and 
aimed at the vital center of every 
sincere Christian concern.—PERRY 
EPLER GRESHAM 
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teamwo 


Skill, accuracy, perfect timing, 
cooperation . . . combine alll 
this and you'll have teamwork. 
Teamwork is essential to run a 
ball team, or any organization, 


for that matter... 


It takes teamwork to run a 
good functioning church or- 
ganization, too! 


The Effective Church Audio- 
Visual Series is designed by 
authorities in every field of 
church work to help you 
achieve good, close team- 
work—in all departments! A 
special filmstrip kit of 9 film- 
strips, 9 records with 18 
guides with scripts covers all 
the basic needs of your 
church. It offers instruction 
to the volunteer church staff 
in an enjoyable but informa- 
tive manner. You will find 
many new ideas in building 
an effective church. Re-ac- 
quaint yourself with the time- 
proven methods and proce- 
dures. Produced by the 
Audio-Visual Services, UCMS, 
the kit will be distributed by 
the Christian Board of Publi- 
cation You may order direct 
from your publishing house. 


$59.00 


OCTOBER 18, 1959 











A series of eight sound filmstrips in black and white to support 
each department of the church: Christian Action and Com- 
munity Service; Christian Education; Evangelism; Membership; 
Property; Stewardship and Finance; World Outreach; Worship. 
PLUS: Mr Smith and the Effective Church, a sound filmstrip 
in color, interpreting the effective operation of a functional 
church program. 
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LET’S TALK IT OVER 





QUESTION: My husband and 
I have felt a very great need for 
gathering all the information we 
can to help us learn quickly the 
Word of God. Once you men- 
tioned a sixty-day course on the 
Bible which sounds as if it would 
be valuable to folk like us. 


ANSWER: First let me confess 
my sins. In an article written 
two years ago when I-was try- 
ing to teach, a survey course on 
the Bible I answered some ques- 
tion similar to yours and at the 
close of that article I facetiously 
remarked that if anyone wanted 
to know all there was to know 
about the Bible they should en- 
roll in my sixty-day course at 
Eureka College. Although I 
thought the readers would un- 
derstand that I was poking fun 
at myself, that statement has 
risen to haunt me several times. 
At least it will make me more 
cautious about making such 
statements again. 

Your sincerity of purpose is 
delightful and I am sure that if 
you keep seeking you will find. 
Of course there are no short- 
cuts to a knowledge of the Bible. 
I would not even venture to try 
to guide you in this important 
quest. Any of our college and 
seminary teachers, or the cur- 
riculum people at the Christian 
Board of Publication or the 
United Christian Missionary 
Society could suggest study 
courses. 


QUESTION: Surveys show that 
our new church should be 


erected some distance from the 
old one, downtown. How can 
we secure the support of a few 
who are so attached to the old 
building that they talk of stay- 
ing in it when the “church” 
moves even though a church of 
another faith occupies the for- 
mer place? 


ANSWER: Important decisions 
have to be made for time to 
time in any church. Those de- 
cisions should be made on the 
basis of facts gathered and the 
judgment of most of the people. 
It is perhaps expecting too much 
to expect every member of a 
church to give enthusiastic sup- 
port to a change of location. 
Some have glorified the build- 
ing or the location rather than 
the fellowship of believers. 
Minorities have a right to be 
heard (if they do not shout too 
loudly) but the church must not 
mortgage its future just to 
please a few of its members. 
This small minority must not 
only be heard but they must be 
loved. If it works in your 
church as it has in other 
churches I have known, it is safe 
to say that on dedication day the 
small dissenting group will be 
sitting on the front pew proud 
of what their church has 
achieved. While I know noth- 
ing whatever of the conditions 
that exist in your church other 
than what your question reveals, 
it is a safe guess that if you stay 
where you are some people will 
leave the church during the next 
three years. There is no way 
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to stop them. In fact they may 
be even happier in some other 
church. If you decide to move 
and a few decide to stay with 
the “dear old building” they may 
find themselves happy in the 
religious body that purchases 
your building. There is also a 
strong probability that they will 
not be happy and will again 
seek the fellowship of those with 
whom they have been associated 
so long. 

My counsel to your leaders 
would be: Make sure you are 
right and then pursue that 
course. Pray for your dissenters 
and if possible keep them in your 
fellowship. Ask their advice 
about the kind of windows your 
new church should have or the 
color of the carpet to be placed 
in the parlor. They are likely to 
be free with advice even if they 
refuse to pledge to the new 
building. 

You even have me dreaming 
dreams. I can see your church 
on the day of dedication. On 
that day all of your people 
gather at the old building to 
thank God for the service it 
has rendered and the sacrifice 
which past erations have 
made toward/ that building. 
Then you form a parade of cars, 
providing transportation for 
those who do not have cars, and 
you head toward your beautiful 
new structure. My guess is 
that very few will be left be- 
hind and I would like to be 
there to head the parade, only I 
will walk instead of ride just 
to show you how young I am. 





